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PRBPAOB. 

On his retam from Florida, ajfier his release, Captain 
Walker called on me with the manuscript narratiTe of his 
trial and imprisonment. In common with tot y many of the 
niembers of the American Anti-Slayery Sodety, I hsd long 
known his character as a man of the strictest Teradty and 
the highest oonsdentionsness ; and his narratiye seemed to 
me to cast so strong a light upon the religions, the moral, 
and the political condition of the United States, from the 
practibal woridngs of thoir great organic l&w — the consttta- 
tionr-^down to the minatest of the territorial usages and 
enactments whi^ result from that hiw ; and to exhibit in 
so deair a view the contrast between the principles and 
ideas ^diidi at present gorem the public mind, and those 
which are lieginning to struggle for the mastery, that I 
could Bot but waimly urge this publication. 

There ase those who doubt whether the North is as 
guihy as the South with respect to eUvreaj ; whether the 
system is degrading to the slave and disgraceful tathe mas- 
ter ; whether the slave is cruelly treated ; whether the 
system is injurious to the reputation of this country, a 
reproach to its Christianity, and ruinous to the character of 
its people. 

There are also those who, while they condemn slavery, 
at the same time assert that its extinction may be best prcH 
moted by studied silence, and by a quiet waiting for tiie 
gradual operations of a moral and religious system which 
declares that it is not in its nature sinful, and justifies it 
from the Scriptures ; and of a political and governmental 
system which is a solemn guaranty in its favor. 

There are those, too, who betieme the abolitioBists to h% 
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instigated by a bitter, nnkind, fanatical and inanneetionary 
spirit ; hostile to law and order, sectional in their yiews, and 
possessed by one idea. 

And there are others, who, honoring the holy cause, and 
respecting the disinteilBSte^ness of abolitionists, yet justify 
themselves in standing aloof from the movement, under the ' 
idea of being better able to befViend the cause by refusing to 
be nupvbered iJaao^g its adherents, and suffering themsd^rea 
to be QowBled in the Yanks of the opponenls. 

It wa« for the sake of all these classes that I most 
earnestly urged Captain Walker to give to the public, whoae 
great mi^jority they compose, the maBaecript which he had 
pinspared Ibr the satisfaction of his friends. 

When they see, in its unstudied pages, the good, forgixingt 
sel^^seying spirit of the Christian, the indomitable deter* 
mioatian of the Freeman, and the severe devolednesa of the 
P.ivitan, all uniting ia an unconsdooa ezhib&ien of the 
unoQn^«oiiMiing Abolitionist, I cannot bet hope that their 
hmt^ trill be touched by the exeeUence of the ezaa^. 

;I%iiito be lamented tk&t many mtexesting and ilhiiitraim 
incidents must be suppressed, out of regard to tlM salety of 
U)^vidiM]e» whose liberties and lives their publicatioB would 
endanger ; yet what could, better than such a &et, illustiate 
the esnditien of ataves and freemen m the United Statee ef 
Nenth Amenea ; or better plead the cause of those Urw o£ 
the jehabitanta who are pronounced by the rest to be ever 
zenJeusy because they have been the first to perceive whet aH 
will soon be obliged to acknowledge, — ^that the liberliee ot 
ova land aM gone ? It was a deep obeervatioit of facts that 
led MQntes(|aiea to say, ' * A republic may lose its liberties in 
aday, and aot find it out for acentury." The day that sunk 
ouis^ was that of the adoption of the Federal Constitution — 
the day when we perpetrated, as a nation, an eternal vrroog 
for the sake of guihy prosperity and peace. But it now 
begins to be very plainly discerned, that between slavery 
i there can be no covenant. The futile hope ef 
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lifMe of m^ jetes, their 4e$oeBteitB hear £pom that g«ilQr 
past, 

" Ancestral voices, prophesying War f '* 

The BarratiTe e£ Frederick Dougbsa girea & picture of the 
condition of a slave in the land that their foUy and their fttt 
hetrayed. That of Jonathan Walker shows the condition 
of the freeman whose lot is cast in the same land, little move 
Ihdfk half a oentorj ealy after the perpetratioa of thai 
treason to humanity. 

. The most ignotmnioiis tartures axe now the lot of him 
who, in the United States of America, dBtexmiaes to he trvly 
a freeman, nor lose his own liberties with the mnking Ones 
of the republic ; of him whose liberty it is to choose his pait 
with the enslayed, and not with the sUyeholder. 

It may but proYe, in the language of those old puritaas 
whoee blood yet floods a Massachusetts hea^ so strongly^ 
'* a greater liberty to suffer, a more freedom to die." Yet 
whiitaver be the xesillt, .God grant, throughout the land, a 
continual outpouring of that free, derelied^s^iiit tons^and to 
our children ! a spirit which, by the might of its good will, 
by the strength of its sense of duty, shall oyercome tyranny, 
prejudice and cruelty ; bigotry, avarice and knavery ; and 
the whole array of sins of which slavery is at once the cause 
and the eflect. 

This is a painful tale for an American to read, and 
think, meanwhile, that it is circulating through the civilized 
world ; but, if worthy of the name, he will find comfort in 
the thought that it is confirming the abolitionist and con- 
futing the slave-holder, showing an example to both of the 
dutiful obedience to right, which is mighty to save a nation 
from utter reproach and dejstruction. 

It will be a painful tale for all, to whom the carefully 
concealed features and inevitahle consequences of the slave- 
system have never before been exhibited. Such are to be 
1* 
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Ibtind ftt^die Sou^ m w^ as «t i|:« NofCk ; and boA utt 
4b >weM, intlie iotviwity ^ th^ pau tfod disfin*, to roniwii 
ber the words of Garrison : 

'* Let us not aentimeiitaily shxink from snoh knowledge ; 
we will know what we have to do, that we may more surely 
io> it. We ga forth to take off chains ; and there » need 
that our virtue should be robust." 

Very consoMng is the refieotion that this uprising of the 
inart against wrong is not a sectional one, but felt at the 
sooth as well as at the north, by men of aU parties and c^ 
all sects. 

. Very «xalting is the idea that the virtual slavehdd^ of 
^ north, not merdy reproac^ung the planter, the overseer 
and tiie driver, has begun the vfoA of selfHBaimfioing reform 
with his own heart, by refusing all political and eoclesiast^ 
cal participation in their deed. The abolition of slavery ia 
aoie, sipoe theeemost guilty and efficient slaveholders b^^ 
to make abolitionism net only an ethical statement, but a 
Cteristiaa li5». 

Maria Wnroii Chapkav. 
, BQ0toi»,A«ffiiat»ia46. 
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TRIAL AND IMPRISONMENT 



Of 



JONATHAN WALKER 



CHAPTER I. 



Kivma been anraigned before the puUk hy 
jHrovktenidal circumstaiioe^ of a somewhat unusual 
untold, and having been the subject of much remark 
jBupd ridicule; paasing '* through efil r^xNrt and good 
ir^^rt,'' duoughout the United States^ and having 
looeived takeioB ^ sympathy fren abroad » cona»- 
quenee of the tref^necut I received from the tribunals 
pf n^ own coumry for an attempfed aet of kiadnees 
lowwda sone of the dovn-trodden of my own eoun^ 
men ; nod confident that but a scanty and imperfect 
knowledge of the ease has foimdits way to the pea|dek 
who have a right to know the real ft«ts; it appears to 
he a matter of duty to them and th# cause for wbiehl 
have mfki^ that I should rehite the substance of tbs 
jwhole transaction as it actually occurred. This I 
have endeavored to do widi much carefubiess in avoid- 
ing aU £ibe ooknriffg or deviation fronii the sinqda 
truth. 
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Having never been favored with an education, and 
laboring under the disadvantage of writing hastily, on 
my passage home, as I found opportunity, the narrative 
will not be so atttiactive as it otherwise might be. But 
such readers as desire a simple ungamished statement 
of the case, will, I hope, find their minds led by it to a 
subject of the first consideration to every American 
citiaen. . - / * i. 

I look upon the southern States as the most &vored 
part of my country, which nature seems to have done 
and to be doing much more for, than for the northern 
States. Their soft and genial climate, their rich and 
luxuriant soil, their long and uniform summers, their 
short and mild winters, their beautiful timber forests 
^nd great, water-privileges, all far exceed those of New 
Bnglatid, in my opinion ; and I am fully under the 
impression that I could support my ikmily at the 
isouth for less than half the labor and exertions that I 
can at the north. Neither are the customs of the peo- 
ple there more repc^ant to my feelings than the cus* 
toms of the northern people generally, with the 
exceptHm <yf what belongs to the system of slavery. I 
have long since east into oblivion all sectional and 
hostile feelings toward my fellow-men. I have no ill- 
wiU to. the slave-holders, or the advocates of fllavery ; 
but I pity them for their awfiil depravity in regarding 
as propef^ ihonef who are, by the rtile of right and the 
mws c^ G^, entitled to the same privileges and bene- 
fits as^ themselves. It is the system of skvery, that 
tibeds mildew upon die fair prospects of our country 
^^lasting its social, poktieal, moml, ftnd religious 
prosperity — ^which I do unhesitatingly contend against ; 
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or JOHATHAH WALOl. 9 

Mnce the maater's true interest and rights do not sofiec 
in consequence of his slaves becoming free laborers; 
for they cannot, I say it emphatically, be his property, 
nor can his rights consist in other people's wrongs. 

I have spent a good deal of time in the southern 
States, and have closely and carefully observed the 
mode and operation of the slave system in several of 
them ; and have lived five to six years with my fam- 
ily in Pensacola, Florida ; being known by the people 
generally to be hostile to the system of slaveiy. 
Twice, while living there, I was called upon by difier- 
ent persons,-^the chief executive officers or mayors 
for the time being, — in consequence of the reports in 
circubtioQ that I was on good terms with the colored 
people ; and it was intimated that there was danger itt 
legArd to my peace and safety, for should the people 
be excited in consequence of my discountenance of 
some of their rules and customs respecting the asso* 
ciatiom of white with colored men» it would be out of 
thair power to shield me from vMenu, 



CHAPTER IL 



Latb in the &I1 of 1843, 1 left my home in Harwich* 
Massachusetts, and took passage on board of a vessel . 
bound for Mobile, where I ^nt the winter and spring 
-^-mostly in working at the ship-wright business, which 
ismy tmde. 

I left MoUle on the 2d June, 1844, for Pensaeohu 
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in a boat belonging to myself; chiefly ibr the purpose 
of raising a part of the wreck of a vessel sunk near 
the latter place, for the sake of getting the copper that 
was attached to it. I arrived on the 4th, made some 
examination and some inquiry about the wreck, and 
was informed that it was claiihed by a citizen of the 
place. . Although it had been sunk there more than 
thirty years, no effort had been made to raise it. I 
called on the person who claimed it, but we could not 
agree on terms. I passed up the bay thirty or forty 
miles, to see an old friend or two, stayed a few days, 
and returned to Pensacola again. Soon after, I had 
ah interview with three or four persons that were dis- 
jN>8ed to leave the place. I gave them to understand 
that if they chose to go to the Bahama Islands in my 
boat, I would share the risk with them. Preparations 
vrere made, and on the evening of the 32d, seven men 
ca)me on board the boat, and we left the place, went out 
of* ih^ harbor, add followed in the direction of the 
coast to the ea^stward. We had for e^everal days 
strong head winds, with frequent squalls and rain. 
I had for two days been somewhat unwell, hav- 
ing been much exposed to the violence of the sun, 
and had been what is called sun-struck, and was 
now exposed to the. sudden changing elements night 
and day in an open boat. On the 26th, we arrived at 
St Andre's harbor, where we stopped part of the day, 
dried our clothing, cooked some provisions, recruited 
the water-barrel, and I took an emetic. In the even- 
ing we left> and the next day ran up St. Joseph's 
Bay, with the intention of taking the boat across into 
St Oeoige's Sound, to avoid going round Oape 
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9l 8kBs; but we. found the diatimee too great; 
abandoned the idea, and passed out of die bay again 
and went round the cape. On the 28-9th, went 
through St. George's Sound, stopping a few hours at 
St. (Seorge's Island to cook a little, and recruit our 
water. We passed Apalacha Bay, foUowidg some- 
what the dir^tion of the coast, and on the 1st of July 
were in, the vicinity of Cedar Keys.* Up to this 
time my sickness had still increased, and I was so 
unwell as to be obliged to leave the management of 
the boat pretty much entirely to those that were with 
me, for by spells I was somewhat delirious. I 
remember looking at the red horizon in the west, 
soon after sun-down, as I thought for the last time in 
this world, not expecting to bdiold that glorious lumi-* 
Oary shedding its scorching rays on me more. 

While using the remaining faculties which I pos- 
sessed, in aid of the slave's escape from his master, the 
reader may be anxious to know the state of my mind 
at that time, when in prospect of speedy dissolution, 
on the subject of slavery ; or, more properly, of my 
anti-slavery feeling. Among other things, my mind 
was occupied on that subject also, and I calmly and 
delibentely thought it over ; and, as on other occa- 
UGD8, came to the conclusion that slavery was evil 
and only evil, and that continually; and that any 
mode or process^ of emancipation, short of blood-shed 
or the ncnfice of principle, would not be in violation 

*From the shore of the west and south part of the peninsula of 
Rorida, shoal ground extends to a considerable distance, on which 
na aiuiMroas smaU islands denominated Keys, each haTing its own 
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of ri^bi or duty, but tbe cmitniry; and th^efeM 
calculated to secure tbe approbation of tbat great 
'' Judge of all tbe earth, wbo doetb rig^t," and before 
wbo3e presence I soon expected to appear. 

After passing this nigbt, I scarcely know bow, the 
next morning I found myself more comfortable, and 
felt some relief In a day or two after^ (for I was now 
unable to keep tbe run of time,) we landed on one of 
St. Martin's Keys, and cooked provisions, but could 
get no water. For several days nature and my disease 
seemed to be about on a balance, and it was doubtM 
which would rule the day; I took anodier «metiC| 
made free use of cayenne pepper and bitters, which 
speared to have a good efifect, and in a fow days my 
£ice was nearly covered with sores, and my who^ 
system, which had been so much oppressed that I 
could with difficulty respire, felt much xelieved. But 
my strength and flesh were neariy gone, wad die aya- 
tnm so much reduced, that it is a wonder to xne how, 
after undergoing so much ludTation, eiqwsure, and the 
treatment that followed, I was enabled to recover at «]!« 

We continued down the coast, landing several 
times in search of water, without being able to get 
any, but being confident that we should find some at 
Gape Florida, where we intended to stop before ci08S«» 
ing the gulf. But fortunately, or unfortnuatety^ 
which, I cannot tell, at day*brc»k on the morning 
of July the 8th, wq saw two sloope"^ within a short 

*Tlie sloops wtxe wrecking vessels of eighty or aibety tons, 
maimed with fifteen or twtenty men eadi, and sailed fmy fML 
They are en^pAoyed for the siOce of safiilg br getting what tluv can 
from vessels wrecked on the coast. They hailed from Kqr Wtst^ 
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d^MsMer standing towards us. In ft few m^nemts 
they came vntbam liail, a»d inquired, " Whete aM you 
from^ and where are 'you bound ?** I answered, 
♦* From St. Joseph's, bound to Cape Florida."* The 
captain of one of the sloops said, ',' I am going that 
way, and will give you a tow •/' at the same time he 
rail alongside of the boat and made a rope Heust to it, 
and mvited us on board the sloop. The men were 
going on board, when I advised them to stay in the 
boat^ Four of them had stepped on board, but one 
imae^alely returned. The others were not allowed 
to. Tho sloop directly reversed her course and run 
baek where she had come from, and anchored. I 
requested the captain toalk>wlihe men to return in the 
boat; he made no reply, but to<^ his boat and went 
mk boai*d of the other sloop, wl^ch had followed him 
back te the uicborage. Soon after he returned and 
requested me to come on board the vessel. I, bemg 
then exposed to the violent heat of the sun, thought it 
prudent to comply, confident that we should be 
detained at all events. While on board I was treated 
with civility, and pehnitted to pa^ the time in the 
cabin or on deck, as I chose for my convenience or 
comfort. We, were then for^ or fifty miles from 
Cape Florida, and if we had not been detained, Would 
lia¥e got there before ni^ht, and beieii ready to cross 

^TlM UBdfft ha» deek that St. Jose^h^ was the hut ]por% wo 
1^8it4ir<iintencl^t»fc^ atOiveFliarida. Sliit hai bMa ntod 
to make it appear thai I raK>rted to falsehood, hecavsewe had, 
started from Pensacola, and were bound, ultimately, to (Nassau, New 
Pfovideitoe. 
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the gulf the next morning. But our voyage was upt 
and we had other prospects now before us. 

We had now been fourteen days on our passage, 
and had sailed and rowed more than, seven hundred 
miles ; but for thq last eight or ten days the weather 
had proved more uniform and mild, and the winds 
favorable but light. Had I been well, it is probable 
we should not have been more than ten or twelve days 
to this place, and saved much distance by running 
more direct courses. If we had been one hour sooner 
or later in passing this place, we should not have 
come in contact with those vessels. Since leaving St. 
Martin's Keys, whenever we landed, we were harassed 
with swarms of mosquitoes, each anxious to have his 
bill entered without examination or delay. The sloop 
lay at anchor until night, then got under way and run 
for Key West, with the boat in tow, where she arrived 
the next day afternoon. 



CHAPTER ra. 

I WAS now taken before a magistrate, borne by two 
Dnen, not being able to walk, alone. There I was re* 
quired to give bail in the sumi of one thousand dollars 
for my appearance at the next November court ; but 
being unable to dp so, I was committed to jail, or rather 
to the house in which the constable lived. I was placed 
in a small room on the second floor, with three other 
prisoners, but eilept in the room with the constable and 
fiunily ; the prisoners eat at the same lable the Ceunily 
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^, aftet they had eaten. I was handculfed one 
feight, but was pennitted to use my hands the rest of 
the time while there, i*" fighting mosquitoes, which 
were very annoying at all times. 

Most of my things which I had in the boat were 
brought from the vessel by the sheriff, and placed in 
charge of the constable, with the exception of a trunk 
and bundle of clothing which I was allowed to retain 
for my own use. I begged to be allowed to retain a 
email trunk of botanic medicine which I had, but was 
refused. After remaining at this place three dajrs, it 
was said there was much excitement in the village, 
and I was escorted by the constable, i^riff, esquire, 
and district attorney, to the soldiers' barracks, and con- 
fined in a room widi another prisoner, where I stayed 
•bat one nighty and the next day was put on board the 
Bteamboat General Taylor, in the United Stat^s^ em^ 
^y, to be taken to Pensacola. I requested that my 
eibcts, which were in charge of the constable^ might 
be taken with me, but it was not complied with ; and 
4 have not been able to learn anything from them 
«ince, except that they were sold. I subsequently 
wrote twice to the. sheriff, but received no answer. 
They were of no great value, but to one in my cir- 
cumstances, it was a good deal. I had an excellent 
spyo^lass, for which I paid twenty dollars, and a chest 
of carpenter's tools, and several other articles, besides 
some things that the sheriff said he could not find on 
board of the sloop. My boat and the seven men were 
put on board of another sloop, (named the Reform,) 
and sent to Pensacola previous to my leaving Kej 
W«t. 
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I Was placed down the hold bf the steanAoat, OH 
the ceiling, wh^re it was very filthy, and put ia 
douUe irons, (both bands atid feet,) where I was 
kept for six days, with the exception of being per- 
mitted to come on deck a few hours in a day, and 
sit or He upon the hatches. The food given me was 
salt beef, pork, and navy-bread, with a slight exception. 
We left Key West on the 13th, went to Tampa Bay^ 
took in some wood, and on the night of the 18^ 
arrived at Pensacola navy-yard. The next day I was 
conducted to Pensacola by the deputy-marshal iii a 
small boat, and in a rain storm, (distance eight miles.) 
On landing at the wharf, there was a krge collectioa 
of people, v^o appeared to be very talkative* and some 
vrere lioisy; but no violence was attempted. By 
summtmlng all the strength I could muster, I suc- 
ceeded in wuUcing i4 the court-house. The court 
Was already convened, whether solely on my no* 
•count <st not, i do not know. My trunk and bundle 
iwere eearched, but nothing taken thereftom. I was 
required to give bail in the snim of ten thousand dol- 
lars, or be committed to prison to await rky trial when^ 
ever it should take place: with me there was no 
alternative but to comply with the latter^ I attempted 
lo walk to the jail in company witii the marskal and 
constable, but gave out by the Way, and was carried 
there m a cart, placed in a room by myself, and 
secured to a ring-bolt by a large size log-chain, and a 
ahackle of round iron, weighing about five pounds, 
round the ankle. The maraud searched my person, 
found on me about fifteen dollars in money, which 
he took, but afterwards gave me again. The float 
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mmt nay 4)ed, ^eat^ ahd'talde; and it was nearly a 
month before I could procure anything- to lie upon, 
•other than a few clothes which I had with me. But 
J finally succeeded in getting a chair, iunall table, and 
some straw, of which I made a pallet on the floor, and 
it served for my bed during my imprisiHiment 

Althpiigh the rage of my disease had much abated, 
I was still kept low, and suffered from alternate chilla 
^nd fever, attended with much pain in the head and 
distress at the stomach; but I gradually gained 
strength j and by eating a large quantity of red-peppers 
got rid of the chills, and in about ^rec months was 
niearly restored to health again. 

In three or four days after I had arriyed in Flsnsa- 
fCiola, diia sloop^ Beform arrived with the other men and 
my boati Soo» after, Bobert C,. Caldwell called to 
a$ej$i9i aa)4 a^ppeared v0ry friendly* saying that he did 
^l»ot.ui^nd' to punish his servwit$ for going away with 
jmd; andiiiltiiniited thfeit the custom-house and the 
.wreckers both had claims on. the boalb, and it was very 
-doubtful wbetber I ahould be able .to realize anything 
fyr h^t*, and ieis he bad lost a gopd desd by his ser- 
ymtB' going away with n^ if I would consent for him 
to. have the boat, h^ would try to coi^prcMnise with the 
.claip[iants,.and migbt get something for it* Placii^ 
aon^ confidence in what he said, and thinking that a 
refusal might excite a sfurit of revenge, and that if 
disposed, he could make my situation more desperate 
than it was already, and being of the opinion that I 
should not be able to realize anything froni it if I 
#^fuMdrfai0if^>l' Qot)S6iited fot him to get what he Coijd4 
firopx ii; tiA so |^ an end to what Ihad time in tb9 
2* 2 
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mhttpe of property. Iishctdd be so fortbev hmraeeed 
on diat p<!)9tit. 

The jail is a brick building of two stories, about 
eighteen by thirty*six feet, hating upon each floor two 
rooms, the lower part for the occupation of the prison- 
ers, and the upper part for the jailer's family. The 
rooms for the prisoners are fifteen to sixteen feet 
sqiuare, with double doors, and two small grated win- 
dows from six to eight feet from the lower floor. Over- 
liead is a single board flooar, which but little obstructs 
ti/j noise of the upper part from being distinctly heard 
below, and vke versa. 

About twenty feet from the jail, and fronting the 
windows, was a wooden building dencMninaited the 
ldtchen« Its libor having preriously taken refUge in 
the Are, and the wooden windows shutting lonly as 
the wind blew them to, I had a pretty fiur ^iew (rf* 
what was transacted Uiere from the only window 
vfkifik I couM look out of, and ftoui wiiich I was often 
^i^Oflipdled to turai away, for the scene was loo ^disgust- 
Vig to k<d£ upon. There was scoMia^ 4itii oovr- 
iiiding dealt out without measure, ^lUd Am fll^iness 
^ exceeded anything I ever saw before ed^neeHed 
^wRh cooking. The j^ace was a common resoift for d 
iSte lai^ and starving domestics dbout the pi^^mises, 
Peeking to pacify their hungry ra|;ie where th^ took 
performed ; and one might truly say that 

T ■ The cook and the hens for tiie kitchen wenA snacks,' - 
, . . . With two horses, three ilogs, and five cats ; 

!for iheve the codk, &e poultry, and^ie hfom uiigfat to 
tto^h«i)|iti^the^S6lv«8f^(nAtb«MBiM^ anil 
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lk# 4etfi dbankig^ dii» cookitig utennbs iutit 
tifiMs tftJdDgf a favorite \Ax from the jnaiket4miiM, 
before its ocmteiits had been odieiwise disposed oi 
The board oa which the food was prepared &t ooolh 
iskgi was common to the tread of the eats and the 
pottltry. The cook was a slave woman, and had a 
^maU sirai^t*haired chaki; whose lungs were ihft 
strongest of any human being I ever saw of its siaey 
«nd it made the freest use of them, ^or hoiM 
«nd hours of each day, for months, my ears riuig with 
its tormenting screams, for it could not be cadfed cry^ 
ing. And to make the matter stiD worse, there were 
diree more small diildren of the &mily, all, alas^4 
havihg the bmiqq habits; and no reasonable mesins or 
fificirt appeared to be put fosth to redckce Aiear nmsei 
.The young band were allowed to jcoalintte «f lo ceas* 
iheir music at their pleasure. 
. For many years I have been in ^ hal^^^f being 
xmieh amcng ^hitdren^ ai&d am passtenately iMid i€ 
Ihem, and delight to imingle in thsir cMnpany tnd 
sports; and I well know that children wiU dpy, and ta 
alop them ea(tirely,could only betlenel^slq^niig their 
hreath; But tbnee is a vast diflbience between cr3rinf 
naturally and eccassonaUy, aind sOreamibg «t4he top^rf 
JMne's voke with rage and passion, :trying at each 
breath to esceed the previous note^ for hears tc^fethen 
I do not wish to etxaggerate, bo^ to speak withiA 
hounds, I honestly diiak that for the £sst three months 
I was thete, crying would occupy six hours per day; 
and. frequently two or three wcmld be under way at a 
time. 
; The jcieeder may imagine me H/trunn dowtt by>ejqpo» 
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•flHff e^nd disease almost to a dceleton : and thai deli- 
.eaSie organ, tiie brain, which is die seat of the nenres, 
lulling been powerfi^Uy affected by violent action upon 
■it, was now rendered much more susceptible to the 
least impression. My stomach, from weakness and 
loss of digestive powers, rejected and loathed most of 
the common food of life ; and, while the system was 
Jhatassed with violent chills and fever, I was chained 
to the sleepers of a solitary cell, rolling from side to 
side, and shifting from one position to another on the 
^Qor to relieve my aching bones, which were covered 
with little more than the ^in wrapped over them. 
Let the reader imagine him or herself in this situation, 
^nd it will be clearly seen that these, with other things 
q[ ia kindred nature, must have had a very sensible effect 
lo^aggravajte the misery and sufferings of imprisomnent. 
One of my first objects after T was incarcerated, 
was to procure such nourishment as would not quarrel 
tidth ninturO) and this I found rather difficult at first ; 
tk part of the jail feed I could not relish, and if I 
Attismpted i6 eat it, it would sicken and distress ms. 
The bread, a dish of soup once a day, and sometimes 
n little fish, was all that I could eat of my rations, 
and it was difficult to get any one to bring me any* 
thing for two or three weeks. But I finally succeeded 
in getting a Dane, who kept a grocery, to let his boy 
bring me such things as I needed, and by this means 
I obtained much relief and accommodation throughout 
p^ confinement; and both the father and his little 
son, who was very attentive to my wants, are entitled 
to my grateful and warmest thanks. 
> For Several months my feet and legs vrete much 
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iw«Ued, and the first iMns I had oft were ^^ftrtlybuM 
kk the flesh, but after some weel^ entreiaty tk^y were 
taken off and replaced by otheiB larger. On Ui6 4th 
September I was movied to the adjoining room ; and 
here w«re two objects which attracted my attention* 
On one side oi the room^ much of the floor was stained 
with the blood of a slave, who had tSiree days before 
commiltted Suidde by cutting open his belly and throaH 
with a razor ; he had been committed that momingi 
ehargied with stealing, but it was eabsequeatly ascei> 
tained diat the article which he was aeoased of ateaVi 
iag had only been removed by some other person to 
aA9ther places and nothing had the appearance •of dis< 
honesty in the case. Bat Hfe had gone, and neith^ 
innocento aor skill could restore it I haye n^ doubt 
but his miserable condition as a skve to a severe ma^ 
Icr, and ^die expectation of undergoing severe panish^ 
meni ix the aUeged ofknte^ was the cause of fes pnt^ 
tmg an end to Im degraded ^sastenee. iThis was otie 
of the mmA slavtas whom I had tamfy^deavcwed t^ 
torn inm bondage, -and on whofeie aecetnA I Was now 



The other object was the ch^dn to vAAtk I •mtH 
, acttached, it being ttve same t^hl^h I hati ndtked fas*- 
tened to the leg lof Isaac, a slave man udder cieht^nce 
of iealhi neariy three years pare^rHMis. ^h^ da^ 
before he was to be executed, I ctdled to siee Mm. He 
had nnder^ne three trials, ehl^ged with cotntaitting 
a rape upon a wonam cf cloifbtfal character. The 
two ifarst jiffies did not agr^, but the third rendered a 
Keidkt <tf gailty> and eonie|uentty he wa^ a e n ten e e d 
tdi^ jiuog the day Mowing tiif Visit; He ^'pet- 
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sisted in his iDOocence, forgiying his accusers, end 
appeared much resigned to his expected fate. His 
miud appeared calm, and he manifested confidence in 
the mercy of God through his Son. A petition, nu- 
merously signed, had been forwarded to the govemoT 
of the territory, but as yet no intelligence had arrived. 
I had conversed with the prisoner a few moments, 
and we had knelt together in supplication, in His 
name who is able to take away the sting of death and 
smooth its rough passage, by his own blood, rendering 
it safe to all who truly and faithfully trust in Him for 
divine aid; We had scarcely risen, when the mar- 
shal entered, and read a letter from the governor con- 
taining the full pardon of the condemned man, and 
ordered his irons to be taken off, and delivered him up 
to his master ; and I saw him no more. But while I 
am writing this, I can see and feel the same chain 
attached to my leg. But few, if any, believed Isaac to 
be guilty of the charge against him, but that the pros* 
ecution was raised, on pecuniary considerations, out of 
revenge torwards his master. And what is my crime ? 
what have I done ? I have attempted to assist a few 
of my fellow-beings to escape from bondage, to which 
they were subjected for no cause over which they or . 
their ancestcMrs had any control; but because they 
were of the weaker party, and had not the poWer to 
assert their rights among men. 

From about the year 1822, 1 began to go amor.g8t 
slavery, and from that time, on all occasions which 
presented, I tried to inform myself of its mode of 
operation, and have, in several of the slave states, 
scrutinized it in the parlor and in the kitchen» in the 
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cottage and in the field, in the city and in the country ; 
and have long since made up my mind that it ranked 
with the highest wrongs and crimes that ever were 
invented by the enemy of man, and ingeniously con- 
trived to destroy the social and kind feelings existing 
between man and man, and the virtue and morals of 
both the master and the slave ; subjecting one to the 
deepest degradation and misery, and the other to dis- 
sipation, and contempt of the laws and government of 
God. It is a family, community^ political, and na* 
tional poison ;— obstructing the circulation of friendly 
and Christian sympathy, and giving vent to the worst 
passions and most debasing and corroding feelings 
that human nature can experience. 



CHAPTER IV. 

In addition to what has been already said respecting 
the jail, and what was transacted there, I will make a 
short extract from a journal I kept while there, and 
in so doing, shall have to be somewhat personal— » 
which I should be glad to avoid if I could do justice to 
the subject ; but shall be careful to avoid everything 
which is not strictly true, and void of false coloring ; 
and if some individuals find their names here brought 
in juxtaposition with some improper transaction^, they 
will have no occasion to charge me with falsehood or 
malignity. I had scarcely been secured in my cage 
tike some rabid, dangerous animal, before I found { 
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had (6 eneouttter a speeies of torment which I had not 
counted on, in the terrible amonnt of noise from the 
domestics about the premises ; for I was continually 
itfflicted with a severe headache, and now it was 
brought in contact with circumstances directly calcu- 
lated to mcrease it. 

The femily consisted of P. T. the jailer— L. T. his 
wife, and six children; a mulatto woman and her 
ehild, five or six months old. Of course the work 
iibout the yard and kitchen devolved on the slave 
woman, who, by the bye, was not without her faults. 
She had been brought up in the family under the 
hish, as the only stimulant, which, as a natural conse* 
quence, had instilled the most bitter hatred and care- 
lessness, with other kindred qualifications. 

July 19. When I was^ comnutted, there was one 
slave man in the adjoining room, for what I know not. 

22. L. T. whipped the cook.* 

?5. I wrpte to Benj. D. Wright, counsellor at law, 
wc(uesting an interview. L. 'If. whipped the cook 
twice'. ' 

28. Tour of the slaves who had left with me were 
Brought here and put in the adjoining^ room. L. T* 
•Whipped Ae cook. 

2^. My heahh a little improved ; could sit up half 
the day. Wrote to my wife. 

Aug. I. L. T. whipped the cook. 

4. L. T. a a u 

' ^ WlvBOffn- tli9 oook vtwt vhip)^, it iras done, yhXk a low 
^feptiows, -with a xaw^hide switch, aiwut tbvee fttt in length, gm^ 
enily from twenty to £fty strokes at a time. 
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^ The four fugitive skvea in the adjoimng room 
skipped fifty blows each, with a paddle. 

8. Were taken out; with much difficulty could 
walk, being very sore. Cook whipped twice, once by 
L. T. and once by F. T. 

12. A fugitive slave man caught and committed. 
L. T. whipped the cook. 

14. L. T. whipped the cook. 

17. " " " «* " four timea. Mistress 
dreadfully cross. 

19. L. T. whipped the cook. 

21. '^ «* « « « twice. 

22. The slave man committed on the ISth, taken 
out and sent to Alabama. 

28. L. T. whipped tjie cook; children got som^ 
loo ; lots of scolding dealt out, in both English and 
French. Slave woman committed ; had been brougltt 
itom New Orleans by mistake on board steamboat. 

30. L. T. whipped the cbeik. L. T. confined; 
brought forth a ilne boy. 

31. The slave woman, put ki Ae 29th, was takea 
«ut STid sent back. 

Sept. 1. A slave man was committed on jraspiciion 
t)f larceny; he committed suicide same day by tutting 
his throat and belly open; land lived but two or three 
hours after. 

9. I received a letter from miy wife, parent and 
children, and another from J. P. Jfickersoin, of Har- 
wich ; also one from S. Underwood and E. Nicker- 
fion, Jr. ! 

' 3. Received $25 cash, from an old shfpmfite, by 
Remittance from New Tork. 
3 
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4 I was shifted to the adjoining room; received a 
letter from B. D. Wright, counsellor at law, in answer 
to a note I sent him the 25th July. 

6. Wrote to my wife, S. Underwood, and E. Nick- 
erson, Jr. A white man committed; had difficulty 
with his wife. 

9. Let out again. We have had quite still times 
since the 30th of August, but scolding revives again. 

11. A slave man brought to jail — ^whipped twenty 
blows with a paddle, and sent back. 

If th& reader is not acquainted with paddle-whip- 
ping, he may form some idea of it horn the following 
description. 

The paddles which I have seen, are about twenty 
inches in length, made of pitqh-pine board,.from an 
inch to an inch and a quarter thick, and seven or 
eight inches of one end is three and a half or four 
inches vride, having from ten to fifteen holes through 
it the size of a hrge nail gimblet, and the other part is 
made round for the handle. The unfortunate subjects 
^]ao are to feel the effects of this inhuman drubHng, 
are first tied, his or her wrists together) then made to 
^f^.down on the floor or ground, and put the knees 
4irough between the arms, then a stick or broom-han- 
41e is inserted through the angle of the legs, directly 
under the knees and over the arms, whidh 'confines 
them in a doubled and helpless condition. Previous 
tp this arrangement, the victims are made naked from 
the waist down. The operator now takes hold vnth 
one hand of one end of the stick which has been 
Uiperted to confine the legs and arms together, and 
omts them on one side, and in the other hand bold* 
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tke before mentioned paddle, wbidx he appliea to the 
backside of his helpless fellow-creature ; stopping at 
short intervals to allow the sufierer to answer such 
questions as are asked, or make such promises as it is 
thought best to extort; and to give the numbness 
which has been excited by repeated blows, time to 
subside, which renders the next blows more acute and 
painful. After a requisite number of blows with the 
paddle are given, which is generally from ten to fifty, 
as the master or mistress may dictate, the raw-hide 
switch is next applied to the bruised and blistered 
parts, with as many or more blows laid on; after 
which the sufferer is loosed and suffered to get over it 
the best way they can. Not only men but wcunea are 
subject to the 3ame mode of punishment. There is 
no precise rule to be observed in regard to punish- 
ment, but the masters or mistresses ale the sole jtidges 
as to method and quantity ; and whenever the peddle 
is brought in requisition, it means that the raw-hide 
(more commonly called cow-hide) is not ^nal to the 
ofience. 

The reader will pardon me for this digreasion, while 
I return to the memorandum again. 

Sept. 12. A U. S. seaman committed for not being 
dpwn to the boat in time to go on board, . . 

13. He was taken out and sent on beard aiteamer 
Union. Cook whipped seveiely by h, T.'a brother, 
at h^r request. 

15. A white man from the navy-jrard committed ; 
he had come to the city without permission. 

16. He was taken out and sent back. Beceived a 
letter from J. P. Nickerson, Esq., of Harwich. . 

3* 
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17. i^rtote to ibt tfame. 

18, A wUte «Mm committed for beinig fioisy in the 
netreeta. 

20. tts was let out ajgtiiii,ftnd another committed 
for being too drank to take care of himself. 

23. I wrote to the sheriff at Key West. 

24. L. T. whipped cook. 

2&. A lai^ fire in the city. A numb^ of houses 
, burnt A white man committed on suspicion of setting 
the fire. He was examined and discharged. Another 
^ite man committed, charged with larceny. 

26; He was examined and discharged. A slave 
. man committed, charged with attempting to steal fruit. 
' Hewas whif^ped lour blows with a paddle, and twenty- 
four with the cow-hide, and let out. A white man 
>commht^, charged with larceny. 

Sff, the Whke man committed on the '90th, dis- 
^itfnvged. Tremendous sicolding about this time. 

iM. Sfacir^ mJGln committed; did not eftay at home 
^ough^m tlvs Sabbath to do chores; next momii^ 
let out. The noisy white man, mentioned the 18th, 
'^tbtsmitted again £>r like ofibnce. 

Oct 1. L. T. vftiipped the cook ; children cry by 
^"idsoleaale. 

2. L. T. whipped the cdok. A shve man eom- 
imitted fbriMbt 
' 8. Two satloYS ftom hng Wetomka committed ; 
they were intoxicated, and quarrelled. Three sailors 
:dvmniitted, wlio had taken French leave from XT. S. 
steamer Unionl Tlie whole number now confined in 
4lsatMl|oitiing room ie^even. 

4. The slaire man, put in on the 29th, discharged. 
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/^ A sailor helan^iig to U. S. Lionel Yandalia, com* 
' mttefl, ^nd taken otit dfce samae day. 

7. Three men, Attacted Id die U.'S. steamer, taken 
cfiit land -aeiiit im totrd. 

8. L. T. whipped the cook severely, with both ends 
jofdi^ cow-liide. ^ 

9. A wihite man isonunitted on sui^cion of pairtici- 
>pating in mxcnboR. Thcee aenmen from the XT. S. 
steamer General Taylor, committed for hairing aome 

-dfffionlty Ttfith die cleiik on)shorg. 

. 10, Two «f them taken ;oQt .«nd sent on bosrd. 

The two seamen from brig Wetomka, committed en 

the 3d, were let out 

II. The white ozaa cGonmitted the Mi, on ausja- 

cion^ discharged. 

14. 'The^ther man, (the boatswain,) belongh^ to 
the U. S. steamer General Taylor, let.oiit. l^ went 

'Oki hwtii and toademe «, present of apeirofl>la&ket8. 
'OneiwUleimanin tbe iodjotmngjooom andonyaelf aie 
] the f only feteining ^srisoners. 

15. L. T.'s mother whq^ed the^sook. 

17. A: ^sailor, a ^setter fiom tke JL S. sttvicet 
.oaoghtiand committed. 

19. L. T. whipped ibe cook. 

20. The other prisoner discharged. 

25. Sather squally overhead and abont ihe kitchen, 
rli. T* wbijK^ed the cook twice, mnd ancrtfaer servant 
(<moei the efaiUbrenigetseme^aool^angdealt outunapai- 
-lAgly. 

f^» A Tirhite roan icommitted far;fif^pg. 

26. Diftdiarged. At n^rht the prisoimr in the 
i«4joik»ittg:room fartfke oiit «id wmit dflf. 
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Not. 3. L. T. whipped the cook severely with a 
broomstick; scolds tremendously; gives unlimited 
scope to pession, and tapers off by crying berselfl 

5, White man committed for quarrelling with his 
wife. 

7. Received a letter from A. B. Merrill, of Boston, 
counsellor at law. L. T. whi{^d the cook. 

9. A slave man committed for leaving wood at the 
wrong place. 

10. The white man, committed on the 5th, dis- 
. charged. Received a visit from the district attorney, 
: Walker Anderson. 

11. The slave man, committed on the 7th, dis- 
charged, and a free colored wcmian put in for allowing 
the slave man to put wood in her yard. I was taken 

;to court for trial; had it put off till the 14th; re- 
;manded again. 

12. The colored womaQ, committed yesterday, du- 
•charged, and another committed for attempting to 

defend herself when about to be flogged by a naval 
officer, but discharged same day. 

fj. 14. I was again conducted to court; tried f* jury 
rendered a verdict of guilty on four indictments, vias., 
aiding and inducing two slaves to run away, and steal- 
ing two others. 

.. 16. F. T. whipped the cook. 

: 16. I was agahi taken to court, sentenced, }daced m 

4be pillory one hour, pelted with rotten ejg^, biftnded 
in the right hand, and remanded to prison again ; the 
sheriff called soon after and served three writs upon me 

4dj trespass and damage, to the amount of 9106,000 ; I 
was not put in irons bs before. Received a visit ^uad 
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ly ^m a navlil offioet, i«iio htd witneised 
the ttets of attempted degvadation which I had ander* 
gone, and eicpritosed hts sympathy in my hehalf. 

19. Slave man oooimitted for being out too late. 

20. Was flogged twenty-four blows with paddle 
and 4isckarged. ReceiTed a letter from A. Chaser 
also one from J. P. Nicholson, Esq. of South Harwich. 



CHAPTER V. 



The IbSowing are the particujan of my triaL 
On the 11th Nov., between 10 and 11, A. M^ I 
was taken i^om prison, conducted to ^ coitrtnhoase» 
and pbeed in the prssoner^ box, and was asked by the 
jut^e if I had counsel. I leplied that I had not, and 
llMit my itieans wero too limited to provide counsel ; 
but that t wtts daily expecting advice fiiom friends in 
regard to that pomt ; and I tequested that mty trial 
mig^ l)e put off a few days. The judge informed 
me that if I was not abte to provide counsel for my* 
self, he would furnish me With counsel, tn& ihtA 
I could have any one from the bar thai I ehose, to 
defend me, (there being three, besides the prosecuting 
attorney.) I said, that I would be glad to have my 
trial deferred a few days ; and that if 1 was not then 
provided with counsel, I would avail myself of his 
honor's profler. So the tri^ was postponed until the 
14th, and I was again placed in jail. Soon after 10, 
A. M., on ^e I4tk, I was again conducted to cooort, 
and, not having anymore information from myfrieBdoi 
chose Benjamin D. Wriglit, a member of the bar, td 
defend me. 3 
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The district attorney, who was the pfosecutiBg 
officer, presented four indictments against me, which 
were as follows— omitting the forms of the three last, 
being the same, and beginning at 1844 : 

[1st.] 
In the Superior Court of EscarnMa County ^ in the 

District of West Florida, November Term, 1844. 
Territory of Florida, 

Escambia County, to wit : 
The Grand Jurors of and for the Territory of Flor- 
ida, summoned and sworn to inquire in and for the 
body of the County of Escambia, upon their oaths pre- 
sent that Jonathan Walker, late of the County of 
Escamlna, laborer, on the first day of July, in the 
year of our Lord eighteen hundred and forty-fouTt 
with force and arms, in the county aforesaid, one 
p^gro man slare, named Silas Scott, of the value of 
six hundred dollars, of the goods and chattels of one 
Robert C. Caldwell, then and there being found, felo- 
niously and unlawfully did aid and assist to run away, 
thereby wilfully causing a loss of labor of the said 
slare to the said Robert C, Caldwell, against the dig- 
nity of the TerritcNry of Florida, and against the form 
of the statute in such case made and provided. 

Walker Ain)EBsoN, 
171 8, Attorney far West Florida, arid Prose- 
cuting Officer for the Territory of Florida. 

[2nd.] 
——In the county aforesaid, one negro man slave, 
known by the name of Anthony Catlett, of the value 
of six hundred dollars, of the goods^and chattels of one 
Byid C. Willis, then and there being found, feloni- 
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MJoAf, tulkkwfally, and with force and anns, did steal, 
take, and carry away, against the peace and dignity of 
the Territory of Florida, and against the form of the 
statute in such case made and provided. 

Walkee Anderson, 
U. 8. Attorney , 4c. 

[3rd.] 

With force yid arms, in the county aforesaid, 

forcibly, wilfully, and unlawfully did steal ar^d carry 
away a certain negro slave^ named Moses Johnson, 
of the goods and chattels of one Robert G. Caldwell, 
Aen and there being found, of the value of six hun^ 
dred doDars, against the peace and dignity of the Ter- 
ritory of Florida, and the form of the statute in such 
case made and provided. 

Walkee AjEn)EEsoN, 
U. 8. Attorney^ 4*^. 

t4th.] 
—"**- Wi^ force and anos, in the county afiiresaid, 
one negro man slave, named Ghades Johnson, of the 
value of six hundred dollars, of the goods and chattels 
of one Geerge Willis, then and there -being found, 
feloniously and unlawfully did ei^ce to run away, 
thereby ^nl^y cieiusing Uie loss of the labor of the 
said slave to Uie said Greotge Willis ; to the great 
damage of, the said Willis, against^ the peace and the 
dignity of the; Te^tory of Florida, and against tl^ 
fpirm of the statute in such case made and provided. 

Walked Anoeeson, 
Z7. iS. Attorney^ 4^. 

My counsel objected to four indictments being 
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aimyeid; j^gainst m» for one act pf ofieoce, if it wad aa 
act «( alL On this point, a diseusaion of 9on|Q fengtb 
took place between him and the prosecuting attorney ; 
but the judge decided, that in order to coqi$ at tho 
subject properly, one ca«e should be tried. Accord- 
ingly, the juryweie selected and sworn, and took 
their seats. 

RoBEET C. Caldwell, being qualified as witness, 
testified that he accompanied the district marshal to 
the steamboat Gen. Taylor, at the navy*yard, to con- 
duct the prisoner to Pensacola, and in conversation 
with him, prisoner said that Silas came to his boat a 
little below the city, and got in with some others, but, 
that he did not knpw him, and did not recollect ever 
seeing him before. This he (witness) believed to be 
correct, for it agreed with what the boy (Silas) had 
told him ; and that prisoner also said that he had for 
a long time been of the opinion that he would aid 
slaves to secure their liberty, if opportunity ofiered. 
/ BioBABD JioBSBTS, cdled and sworn, testified, that 
at day-bradc, on tihe morning of the 8tk of July, 
albottt fire leagues to the westward of the light ship on 
Oarryfiifs reef, he fell in with the prisoner' and seven 
black men in a boat. He. was suspicious that the 
black men were runaway slaves ; he went alongside 
of the boat with his vessel, and told his mate to make 
fast to die boa[t, and requested j[Hisoner and the black 
m^n to come on board his slo(^ and said diat he wius 
bound the same way, and would give dieid a tow; 
but he found out, by some of the black men, that they 
were runaway slaves ; consequently, he took them all 
to Kejr West, a^d ^elive^ed th^m up to ^e ^^tjiojpjljiea 
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at thj^t pl^ce. The prisoner wag very sick at the timer 
but tequesled that he might be allowed to have hi? 
boat and proceed on, saying that he had a family that 
were dependent on him for suj^rt, and, if deprived of 
his services, would suffer in consequence. 

The jury were charged, in a few formal words, and 
the first indictment handed to them. They retired to 
their room, and in about a half an hour returned with 
the verdict, that they had found the prisoner guilty, 
and awarded him to be btanded on the right hadd 
with the letters SS. . 

The same jury was sworn again, and by th^.. 
judge charged on the other three indictments. They 
withdrew, and were out between two and three hours, 
and tetumed with the following verdict: that they, 
had found the prisoner guilty of all the charges pre«. 
ferred against him in the other three indictments, and^ 
awarded him to stand in the pillory one hour, to b^ 
imprisoned fifteen days, and to pay a fine of one hun- 
dred and fifty dollars. 

I was again remanded to prison, until thQ 16th, 
at 10, A. M. ; when I was conducted to court, and 
on arriving at the court-house, (in front of which 
was the pillory,) the marshal proceeded to place me 
in the pillory. I told him that I had not yet received 
sentence. The marshal replied that this was sentence, 
enough — referjring to the pillory. But before I was 
properly secured, the deputy marshal ordered me to 
be brought into court. This order was obeyed ; and 
I was again arraigned before the court, to receive the 
following sentence : — To be placed in the pillory for 
One hour ; then brought into court, and branded in the 
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right h^nd vyith the letters SS.; and theti tettianded* 
to pHson for fifteen days, and remain there until the 
fine (one hundred and fifly dollars) and the costs of 
prosedution should be paid.* I was then placed in the 
pillory, and when I had been there about half an hour, 
6eorge Willis, mentioned in the fourth indictment, 
Stepped ftom the crowd of spectators, who were stand- 
ing by, (quietly beholding the inhuman administration 
of the laws of Florida,) and snatched from my head 
a handkerchief, which had been placed there by the 
deputy marshal, to screen me from the sun ; saying, 
that he had offered a dollar to any person that would 
do it 5 but, as no one else would, he would do it him- 
self. He then took from his coat pocket two rotten 
eggs, And hurled them Tery spitefully at my head, 
which took effect, and excited a burst of indignation 
from the bystanders. The said Willis was^ heard to 
dfier thfe boys ^ great price for rotten eggs ; but he 
could find hone tile enough to accommodate him. 
He was indicted, and appealed to the December 
couft in Saint Rosa (adjoining) county, aftd was 
there tried, and fined six and a quarter cehts. 

Afler the expiration of the hour, I was taken back 
df the coutt*-house, and water given me to wash With, 
fjttkd then conducted into court agaii^ to deceive the 
i*emainder of my sentence. When about to be 
branded, I was placed in the prisoner's box. The 
itaarshal, Ebenezer Dorr, formerly of Maine, pro- 
ceeded to tie my hand to a part of Ae railing in front. 

* After repeated solicitations, I was able to get at the 
amoant.of the costs, the 6th of December, twenty-one days 
after ttif trial. 
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I Kftcfttfked that tli^i^ w^d no nedl if ifing^itj ftr I 
would hold still H« Observed tbat it Wft« tl6^t td 
IMke sure, And tidl it fiirmly to the fo^, itk kit 
^iew ; h^ thefn took from the fir^ the hrandlAg^oh', 
vt a filight red heat, and tt|){)lied if to the Ml of ttif 
hafnd, and presided it on firmly, fo/t fifteen eft twfent^ 
is^onds. It made a spattering noise, lik^ H h&ndfUl 
t^r Salt in the fire, as the skin seired and gare ^ay H6 
th^ hot iron* Th6 patin was severe while the i*oti Wa4 
<Mi, and foif some lime afVerWai^s. Thfei*e ei^piihT^ 
16 be but few thai Wishted to witness thd sc^^ ; boK m^ 
ftiend, G^i^e WiHi^, pla^ced himself whe^ he? ^dld 
Itttve a Mt vi6w, a^d feaisted hid* eye^ uj^n it, appit^ 
rently with gr^at delight* 

I was the?n rfemiancled to jtfisoA, btit n6l ^M ifi lions 
as before. A few^ hours after my re-commiltt!€^tj tM 
k^'iN^hal d^led dbd ^etHr^dthrt^ W^ts uj^ ih^, for 
trespass tod deltn^, to the aihbllnt 6f oti6 htodr^ 
kMiit Chbu^aind doUairs, Mi' ^ ptap^tiy 6t tMS^I^ 
C; daldvVell, Byrd C. Willie^, ttftd Gtei!ftrg<& Wiffiife 
'' tlk T^^^]^ df Fiotida wets e^tlibHsh^d by ^ b'tr 
of the United States, pisded Mdk<eh 30, 18Sl^. 
f Tik ^^ s^eiion of thid aet |>rovici(els, ''thUit the 
kgl'st4tii% pd#igf i^»di b<$ v«^^ in tUm ^bV^i^diS ^ttil 
id rtittekfti^ ifa<r ftoo^t fie and di^^^r pei^o^d of tM 
IMkory, M be HlhA t&e Le^^tati^d Coundil," 1^6.; 
that <* thdil" kg^sls&tive! pow^fs sh^ll ah^ ^t%etd lb aH 
the rightful subjects of legislatiotl ; it*in^UlW^M 
be valid which is inconsisierit with the constitution 
and laws of the United States^ or which shall lay 
any person under r^strlaiHt, bdrthdn, or disability, ou 
boeoilht 4f his ifeligious opmioB^> profesiibns or Wor- 
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$hi|l, in all \vhich he shall he free to maintain his ovm 
and not hurthened with those of another/' 

The tenth section of the same act provides, " That 
to the end that the inhabitants may be protected in 
their liberty, property, and the exercise of their reli- 
gion, no law shall ever be valid which shall impair, 
or in any way restrain, the freedom of religious opin- 
ions, professions, or worship ; they shall be entitled to 
the benefit of the writ of hdbecLs corpus ; they shall 
be bailable in all cases, except for capital offences, 
where the proof is evident, or the presumption great ; 
all fines shall be moderate and proportioned to the 
ofience, and excessive bail shall not be required, twt 
cruel nor untisual punishments inJUctedJ*^ 

The Act of March 3rd, 1823, contains the same 
provisions. 

The law under which I was indicted, was enacted 
by the territorial government, and provides as the 
punishment for the crime therein recited, imprisonment 
not exceeding six months ; standing in the pillory ; 
brandings or a fine not exceeding one thousand dol- 
lars, at the discretion of the jury. 

It seems plain, that the law of the United States 
having prohibited crud and unuswaH punishmeTUs^ and 
having declared that no law of the territorial govern- 
ment, inconsistent with the United States laws, shall 
ever be vaUd; this territorial law, under which I 
wato punished, is void. 



CHAPTER VI. 



' 26. I will conclude my memorandum. L. T. and 
mother whipped the cook, alternately, spell and spelL 
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P. T. whipped the 6ook, s^Verety; 
- Pftfe. ». fteceited a Tisit from T. M. felliijt, tuf t(few 
York.. He had been in the city tkirteen days. 

5. A ^ve woman feommittted fbt not staying at 
bomfe Enough, And tak^H out il^Jtt day. 

8. Rdc^ved a letter frott John Scoble, Lottioiii kM 
a tetolatidn tidopfed by a ^dmtiiittee of th^ Btiti^ 
and Foreign Anti-slavery Society in regard to Charleii 
T. Torrey and myself* 

9. A slave man committed fo^ beii^ in \\qvt6t atiff 
^nafrelsome, afid let oilt nelt day; 

16. A ^lave man coinihitted fbt disobadtenc^ ; 
whipped ten blows Ttith a paddle, atid let oiit liext day.^ 

Sii. Two seatneti committed bbta Wig Hii^rd, o^ 
Portland, for attempting to obtain their di^charg^. 
They had refused to do daty oh bo^rd. 
. 27. A slavti mad committed. He -WtA ihtoii^dt^d. 

2B. He tras lot out again ; aftd ^e Of the sotineKi 
^t in dn the tdih, jk^ didohar^d. 

29. L. T. whipped the cook, 

Jan, 9, 1848. L. T. whipped iho (JO(ik twittt. 

9. Two whit^ men cdmmittM fof debt/ add di^ 
eharged. Received a letteif from t. R Niofeetsofi, EiiJ. 

10. L. T. whipped tho eodk* A slate ma^ com*- 
mttted for going out of town at Christmas, aAd stayiti^ 
too long. A slave boy put in with m6. tlte had 
played truant. He was let otii next motnihg. 

1^ A white man committed* on suspicion of ^6%^ 
tihg to rob the mail. 

14. L. T. whipped th^ cooL 

15; A white man ^ut id \tHh iM, to get suheii W 
lissl inl Evidence. H^ was token Out hMi dfty^ > 

♦See page 84. 
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16. L. T. whipped the cook twice. 
. . 20. The white mm committed the 13th, on suspi- 
cion, was discharged. 

21. A slave boy committed for running away. 

24. The other seaman, put in from brig Hazard, 
on the 25th ult., was discharged. A deserting soldier 
caught, committed, taken out, and sent to the navy- 
yard. 

26. The slave man put in on the lOth^ taken out, 
and sent to New Orleans, to be sold* 

27. A slave woman committed for attempting to 
defend herself when about to be whipped by her mis- 
tress. The next day she was flogged twenty-four 
Ubws with the paddle, and twelve with the cowhide, 
and sent home. 

Feb. 6. I will detail the following circumstance, for 
vifh^chjl have b^en almost censured by warm friends. 
Itfy leaders can make their own comments. While 
eating my dinner, I was informed, by what I thought 
good authority, that the marshal would take me, at 4, 
P. M., bef<M<e a magistrate, to be examined on other 
db&(rg^8rT-what« my informant would not, or could not 
tell y but said that he heard the marshal say he was 
coming for me at four o'clock. I was somewhat 
apprehensive that it was a device of some persons ill- 
disposed towards me, and not satisfied with the course 
which the law had taken, and who were disposed to 
make use of other than legal means. I hinted this to 
my informant. His reply was, " They are going to 
play the devil with you." My suspicion was strength- 
cined by the district attorney and judge being abroad 
at the ti<o0, and by the lateness of the hour selected 
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tot taking rtie from prison ; so I did not think it j)ru- 
dent fot me to leave the prison, except I could be con- 
vinced that I should be subject to no illegal dealings. 
At the above mentioned time, the marshal called, and 
requested nie^ to go with him before a magistrate. I 
declined going, and gave him sotnfe reasons why ; and 
told him, that whatever examination I was to undergo, 
I preferred it should take, place where. I was. The 
marshal left, and sometime after returned, saying that 
the magistrate refused to come to the jail ; Jind again 
requested me to go with him. I still declined. He 
then started to leave, when the jailer spoke to him & 
few minutes. He then returned, and read to me a letteir 
from the district judge, who was then at Talahassee, 
^Middle Florida,) with instructions to take nievbefore 
H magistrate for examination^ on a cftarge of indueing 
three slaves to leave the Service of theJr masters. Th6 
marshal then left me ; diid th6 reader may picture to 
kis mind my feelingis, as w6ll as he ^ can ; * for 1 hdy^ 
no faculty to express th^m on paper. '^ j . ; 

I had for several weeks been expefcting to be' libe- 
rated froilri my disagreeable situation, through' the 
libefality of friends who. hjad been' imposed upon in 
-regard to my true situation^ and prevented from doing 
for me what they had attempted, "by supplying the 
pecuniary means to satisfy the demands of the court"; 
and had been twice disappointed ; but now it seemed 
that the most: favorable issue which I could 'expect!, 
was to be chained up for three or four months longer 
■fa that woman whippihg^shbp, and go through another 
trialfor the same offence; Vvith the continual* accumii- 
"btion of obstacleil to my release ; axid for my family 
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tp romnin objects of charity ; my aged pareats und 
oth^r »Q£gr friends, suffering affliction ; and all to gra- 
tify a few God and man-haters, who were feasting 
their rage upon one helpless object, whom Providence 
had in some measure placed where they could wreak 
their yengeance on him. These were some of the 
9iost favorable considerations which occurred to my 
mind ; and which have since been realized. 

Knowing that my eneviies would spare no pains in 
doing me all the injury in their power, I thought it 
no harm to use some pacific means to place myself 
beyond their power ; feeling confident that right did 
not demand the punishment my persecutors intended 
for me. Neither had I much time to reflect on the 
subject ; for I was confident that the next day I 
j^hould be put in irons a^[ain, and then about all 
^Jwoce to rescue myself would be cut off. Seeing 
,^at it required but little effort or ingenuity to open 
.^e doors myself, I gave way to the impulse of present 
feeling, and without any difficulty succeeded in open- 
ing the doors, without doing them one dollar's worth 
j^ injury ; although I was charged ten dollars for 
xepairing the door, including a new lock. For what 
purpose the lock was used I know not. I am sure it 
was not used on any of the jail doors, for the same 
locks that were on the doors when I went there, were 
9n the doors when I left. But, as a very slight noise 
50uld he heard in the rooms above, the family took 
^le alarm, and prevented my departure. I was made 
4secnre until the next day, when the marshal called* 
and without any ceremony, took me before three 
l^^agijitrates, Satisitbctory evidenca against me wap 
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plpt)duced tb instire my committal until the next term 
of court in May, unless I give bail in the sum of 
(3,000. So I was remanded to prison again and 
put in irons, to await the result of what might follow. 

I shall mention but a few more items from my 
memorandum, and then, briefly notice some other 
points. 

Feb. 9. A slave man and woman were committed 
fbr being out too late, but discharged the next day^ 

10. The- slave boy committed the 21st of last' 
xftonthi, taken out, and sent to New Orleatns, to sell. 
None but m3rself now in jail. 

17. Two slave women and one man brought to" 
jail and whipped ten blows each, on the bare back, 
and discharged. They were accused of using some 
of their master's money Without his permission; 

19. h* T. whipped the coofc. The jailer's family- 
ittored to another house. 

• 25, A skve boy committed, who received twfetity 
blovhs with the paddle, and was then sent home. li& 
hiad played truant. 

27. A slave man brought to jail and whipped 
t#enty-five blows with cowhide. His master was 
intoxicated ; lost some change'; the slave picked it up, 
and att^pted to use some of it. A white man com- 
mitted, for being intoxicated and quarrelsome. 

March 1. A slave man committed, to gratify a 
drunken master, and released again the same day. 

4. The white man committed on the 27th ult. was 
released. 

16. A slave man brought t6 jail and flogged tweilty* 
^ ■ • 5 ■ 4 
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five blows with a paddle, and twenty with a cowhida. 
He was charged with not doing work enough. 

19. A slave boy committed; flogged for paying 
truant, and let out the same day. 

20. A sick slave man committed, I do not know for 
what, and let out the next day. 

31. A slave man committe4 for getting intoxicatedf 
and let out the next day. 

April 1. A slave man committed; he had been seat 
to New Orleans for sale, but was returned. 

2. A white man committed at his own request^ he 
had been on a drinking spree, and was afraid he 
should do sbmething.to get him into trouble. 

7. He was discharged. 
. 12. A slave woman brought to jail and flogged 
severely. The slave man committed on the 1st, flog- 
ged twenty-four blows with the paddle, and thirty with 
the cowhide, to gratify his drunken mistress, a^ they 
could not sell him to their mind, in New Orleiins. 
The flogging made him quite sick for several- days. 
A white man committed, charged with assault and' 
battery; 

15. A slave man committed for allowing a horse 
to run widi him in the street. 

16. He was ^gged fifteen blows with a cowhide, 
and discharged. 

19. The slave man flogged oa the 12th, was taken 
from jail and sent to Mobile to be ^Id. 
. This is the slave that was committed on the 19th of 
January, for staying too long with his wife and chil- 
dren at Christmas. His i^aa^erhad' a plantation th^y 
or forty miles from Pensacola, where be had lived 
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for a number of years, but had lately moTed to Pensa- 
cola and offered his plantation for sale ; and, not hay*^ 
ing employment f(» his slaves, wa^ desirous to con- 
vert some of them into other property. And although 
^is slave was permitted at Christmas to go and see 
his family, who still lived in the neighborhood he had 
formerly lived in, and were claimed as property by 
another man, yet his staying over his time, gave suffi- 
cient cause (as per slave code) for removing him for- 
ever from them, notwithstanding he offered to produce 
the proof of his inability to return at the time appointed, 
on account of sickness. Nevertheless, he was kept in 
jail sixteen days, and then sent to New Orleans. But 
being too old to meet with a ready sale in that mar- 
ket, he was returned agaicr the 1st of April, and 
lodged in jail until the 12th, when his mistress came 
there in a rage, under the influence of liquor, and 
caused him to be flogged as mentioned above; and 
during the performance, she stood by and gave direc- 
tions to the operator, yelping all the while at the man- 
g'led victim of her anger. A few days after, he was 
sent to Mobile for sale. He did not meet with amar^ 
ket, and was sent back; but soon afler his return 
escaped from his tormentors, and I have since heard 
no more of him. 

27. I received a letter from B. D. Wright, coun- 
sellor at law, enclosing a letter to him from H. I. 
Bowditch of Boston, relating to my circumstances. 

May 1. A fugitive slave apprehended and com- 
mitted ; he had straight hair, and looked more like an 
Itfdian than a negro, and tried to oass himself for one. 
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CHAPTER VII. 



Mat the Sth, soon after 10 A. M., I wa8 conducted 
to the court-house hy the marshal and constahle. 
The judge inquired if I had counsel. I replied that I 
had not. He then appointed Alfred L. Woodward to 
defend me, ^nd also W. W. J. Kelly, Esq., assistant 
cpunsel. As Mr. Woodward was not duly informed 
lA the case, we thought it best to have the trial put oS 
until the next day. I had no desire to have counsel to. 
i^Qanage my defence,, not thinking it would be to my 
advantage! but to submit the case to the magnanimity 
^f the jury ; but as the judge had appointed coun* 
sel, I d^d not deem it advisable to reject it,^-<onfi- 
d^nt that it would excite his displeasure, which would 
W likely to have an unfavorable effect on my case. 
. J rremarked to my counsel that I consented to a 
pr^e^ent triali only on condition that all relating to the 
ch^Xg^ preferred against me, should be placed befope 
Uie court for £nal action; and that no part or secticox 
berkept back or reserved for a future consideration* 
I was remanded to jail again, and that afternoon had 
an interview with Mr. Woodward. 
. May 9ih, between 10 and 11 A. M., I was arraigned 
before the court, and soon after a jury was called and 
qualified. The district attorney produced three indict- 
ments igainst me, charging me with assisting as many 
slaves to escape from their masters, &c. A short dis- 
cussion -followed between the district attorney and 
counsel for the defendant, respecting the validity of 
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tke lnw in the muldidication of punishments for the 
. same ofience^ and at different periods ; but the court 
decided that I was liable to be tried separately for 
each charge alleged against me, although there was 
but one act in the commission. 

Robert C. Caldwell, the only witness in the case, 
was sworn, and testified that he accompanied the dep- 
uty marshal to and from the steamboat^G^eneral Tay- 
lor, where he went to conduct the defendant from said 
steamboat to the city, about the 20th July last, and on 
the passage to the city in the boat, he heard defendent 
say that he took from the shore near the city, the 
slaves mentioned in the indictments, on board his 
boat on the evening of the 22d June last, and went to 
sea with them, and was taken by a sloop not far from 
Cape Florida, and carried to Key West, and that 
defendant told him that he had been for a long time 
of the opinion that whenever an opportunity offered, 
he would assist slaves to obtain their freedom. 

The district attorney addressed the jury for a few 
Pfinutes, portraying the magnitude of the offence, the 
abuse of rights, &c., stating the result of the trials of 
Charles T. Torrey and Calvin Fairbanks, in Maryland 
and Kentucky — not forgetting to direct a few shot at 
the northern " fanatical abolitionists." 

W. W. J. Kelly next made some very appro- 
priate and feeling remarks upon the administration 
and severity of the law already inflicted on the 
prisoner for the same offence, and his long confine- 
ment in prison and in chains, and the deprivation 
entailed upon his deeply afflicted family, &c. He 
was followed by A. L. Woodward, commenting on 
3* 
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'libe -muhiplicity of puniahmente for the 0afDe ttteiM^ 
'wben no act of ftn incendiary, or violent c^raoter had 
i«ppetred, to aggravate the case, bat the prisoner had 
^quietly milmiitted, withont a rnnnnur, to the heaviest 
punishments the law could inflict npon him. He 
appealed to the magnanimity and humanity of the 
jury in put a stop to this persecution ; neither the law 
nor the interest and welfare of the country demanded 
lnt»re ; even common sense forbade it. He requested 
^em to render a verdict which their conscience would 
nppfove, and not to heap vengeance on the head of 
4heir helf^s fellfow-being, dec, kc. 

The }adge charged the jury to find the pHsoner 
fiuilty, atnd not to allow any sympathy for the acetraed 
to away them from inflicting strict justice on him, for 
it was not the accused who had the right to complain 
of id^e severity of the law, or demand their sympa^y ; 
htt^ db^se that were dead and dieir friends.*^ The 
rights, safety^ and honor a[ the country ^lemanded 
j^ti«e -from its courts. 

'Tbe cases were «i:dimitted to the jury at about 19 
Mm mi I was soon af^ remanded io jail aga^, mit 
fiWjCf3d in irons as ufiuai. The next day I received n 
9^t# fyovBi W. W. 5.-Kelly, stating that die jury ha^ 
that morning returned in court, and rendered a verdict 
of fwltyim each case, and assessed men, fipe of 95 
im eofib oase; and that I ^as to remain in cuistodyi 
mt6\ Ae ficues and costs were paid. 

T%e )j«dg^, district attorney, and my counsd W€«w 

^^ ]mow> not. what he m^imt ^y this «3qpres«Kui, qxieo|}| h^ hMd 1^ 
eye on that old St. Dgmingo hot4)y ho^e ^o ofteQ backed iby th9 
adWKAtesofriMTery. 
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^Te-IpUen, and some of tbe jury^lao. SunDuaded 
bj; elavVerholders, and in a ^octi^n of the country 
where slavery is lield to be one of their nM>8t sacred 
rights,, what had I to expect at their hands ; weU 
;known, and thoroughly proved to 'be hostile in the 
highest degree to the system of American slavery, and 
placed in their power, subject to their wUl, for ths 
CDmmission of an act, whiclx is now held ta be a capi- 
tal ofllence, and punishable with death ?'^ In considera- 
tion of these, and some other things which might be 
brought into the account, it shows that vengeance has 
not yet buried humanity, nor destroyed all the sym- 
pathy existing between men and those whose opinion 
differs from their oMrn 4ipoR si^ee^ of great impor- 
tance. 

TJbie jury was^an intelUgent ed»e, andfMnong /them 
fwas the city mayor, and I submitted my case ebe^i^ 
fully to their decision^ consent that the verdict wovM 
be as m]d as iheir res^poosible tttuaitien wionU admil 
pf; and my expectations were more than (realized; ibs 
which mild and hymaae vefdict they otte i^ntifkd to 
my grateful thanks and ^igb jaooi^iderailion< in Atry 
have shown themfiel^s to taa uatiianitieUed by pfe|ti^ 
dice^or actuated by Yei^age t^^wrard iheiif ikeipkss &1«* 
low^being. 

I tbov^ 4he judg^ mamleeted a ^ensiderBUe d»« 
gree pf prejudice lagaiiMt ft»e« •esp^ial^ in ^^ lasfe 
^kl ; /* Surely ^piessioa maketh a ^iae nUm mad/* 
But i aaivr xiOrdisplay of ^my uaUnd ke^mgs fiom Muf 

^ The reoommendatioii of the Legislatiye Committer (fim f^f9 
93,) was adoy^d at .th? .same session. . , . 
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oth^r persons, in or out of court, except by those who 
considered themselyes so grievously injured and im- 
posed upon by my allowing some of their two-legged 
chattels to walk off in company with me ; or rather, 
to allow the wind to blow them away from that mill 
which is constantly grinding the faces of the poor, 
and whose owner, like the greedy horseleech, thirsts 
for more, " and saith, it is not enough." 



CHAPTER Vn. 



HAvmo gone through with the principal events in 
relation to my capture, return, imprisonment, and legal 
dealings, I shall notice a few points which may not be 
altogether improper or unimportant. And if it be ne- 
cessary to make some personal allusions or pointed 
remarks, it shall not be done at the expense of truth, 
or in a spirit of iU»will to any. But as they in 
some instances have sacrificed truth and right for the 
sake of casting obloquy and envy upon me and the 
abolitionists, and to excite a greater degree of hatred 
against those who sympathize with their unfortunate 
and deeply injured fellow-beings, tiieyhave no reason 
fo complain if I should expose them a little. All 
those who have had any control over me, will only be 
spoken of as relates to their conduct to my positive 
knowledge. 

I have before said, that Captain Bichard Roberts, of 
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tke sloop Eliza Catherine, treated me withciTiUty 
while on board of his vessel. BiU who delegated to 
him the Tight to take charge of me and my boat by 
force on die high seas, without consent or ceremony, 
and convey me more than a hundred miles from my 
course, to a distant island, where I could have no 
means of self-defence, without any knowledge of my 
being in any way liable ? 

Is net this food for skepticism? Here are two indi* 
viduals brought in contact, both professing the sam^e 
f^gious faith, both havii)g privately and publicly 
declared, before Grod and man, that they have resdlted 
tp be .followers of liim who tanght his disciples to 
have leompassMMd ony and extetKi their aid to their •suf'- 
^liqg j6&U<Ma*men, and who, illustrated the saane by 
i^un^rotts ^precepts. and emmpleci of his oixm life ^-rone 
Qi^defkvpring^to jrespue .«ome of those who had &k}lmi 
ili^ong thioi'^s (and be^an xnmelly de^U w|th, and tryr 
i^g to assist tfajem to -obtmn d^ir lost but natuiii 
rights, to whic^ they jam entitled ly the deolaratipii 
of Aipericitn Jnd^[>eodencQ, axid by the lawe tof God 
given to men. The other, being in possession of 6iip0« 
i^r power, not only opposing the efforts of the fonaeti 
atnl preventing hipi from complying with the oonur 
mand of their divine Master, of doing unto Others •m 
he would that others would do unto hitn, were ^he in 
similai* ciroiunstances,^ — ^but placing his helpless bro<» 
ther in a situation where his life would be in jeopardy, 
and Us dep«endant family and friends made misera* 

I do iK)t wish to cast any undue redections upon 
explain Bc^ta; but I do lam^it the lack of m^ml 
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courage, and the deep depravity of such professors ot 
Christianity ; for surely he that hath no pity on those 
of his fellow-creatures " whom he hath seen, how can 
he love God whom he hath not seen?" For saith 
Jesus, "As ye have not^ done it unto one of these, ye 
have not done it unto me." 

Captain Roherts manifested great seriousness and 
devotion to the cause of religion. Yet profanity 
passed freely in the cahin and about his ressePs 
decks unrebuked. And I could not but think that he 
did not pay any too strict regard to honesty, as several 
articles that were taken from my boat on board of his 
vessel, could not be found by the sheriff, who went on 
board for them. I tried to have some conversation 
with him while on board, but that he carefully avoided 
by keeping at a distance. But Captain Roberts may 
be assured that I have no unkind feelings toward 
him; if he acted under the conviction of duty and 
justice, he has nothing to fear ; but if otherwise his 
conscience and his Judge will adjust it. 

The treatment of Sheriff Page, at Key West, was 
kind and obliging, and of him I should hmve no occa- 
sion to complain, if he had, as I requested, informed 
me what disposition was made of my effects which 
were in his charge. 

Esquire Balany (I tlunk that was the name of the 
magistrate to whom my case was submitted) mani- 
fested no unkind feelings towards me, and aUowed 
me as much indulgence as circumstances would 
admit of. But the district attorney, whom I saw on 
two occasions, appeared to have " taken pepper in his 
nose," and soon gave me to understand that I had no 
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fieiTors to expect (rom that quarter. I also receired 
kind treatment from the jailer at that place-^but did 
not stay long enough at the soldiers' barracks to form 
any acquaintance there. 

As to Commander Ferrand, of the steamboat Gen- 
eral Taylor, on board of which I was shipped to 
Pensacola, he did not make any great display of good 
feeling in my behalf, although he indulged me in a 
steam bath a considerable part of the passage, by hav- 
ing me placed in the hold of the boat, where the engine 
and fire were, to my no small discomfort. Also good 
care was taken that I should neither dance nor play 
oti the fiddle, by closely confining both hands and feet 
in irons. The lieutenant was a South Carolina 
chicken, well stuffed with McDuffieism, from whom no 
answer to any question could be obtained, or any 
reply directly to me. His name, I think, was Ander- 
son. He had got his lesson from the nullification 
roost, and was prepared to look daggers at everything 
in the shape c^ abolitionism. 

Soon after my committal to jail in Pensacola, a 
printed hand-bill was presented to me, ofilering a 
r^fnurd of $700 for the apprehension and delivery at 
Pensacola of seven slaves, at one hundred dollars 
e4cbi if taken out of the territory; and if within its * 
limits, fifty dollars each; and after giving some de- 
seHption of each, it goes on at a considerable length in 
detaiUng some truths and some falsehoods, and con- 
cludes in the following words: "From these and 
other circumstances, the belief exists that said Jona- 
than Walker has carried these slaves off in his boat. ^ 
And ^kerefoie, fbr his apprehension and conviction of 
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IMdd offence, the subscribers will pay a fiirdief rewafd 
of one thousand dollars, 

" R. C. Caldwell, 
Geo. Willis, by 
Jas. Quiglbs, Agent." 



CHAPTER IX. 



It may not be impropeir to mttoduKse to the 
John M'Kinky, editor of the Pensaeola Gazelte. AJU> 
though he had do control over me, yet, as he hadiiom- 
trol over the only paper 'puWished in Pensaeola^ it wa»^ 
in his.power to give an (unfair statement of theckcnm- 
stances, which he did not fail to do. But feding per*^' 
fpcdy willing to credit him with truth when he lUtem- 
it, I here annex a paragraph in the Gazette' of July 
22d — only remarking that the last word ici incoiv- 
rect.. But unfortunately in the next niunber (July 27lh) 
he crowded into a pail of a colunm of tb^t small- 
paper, twenty odd Ues at my expense. Whe&er Hm- 
libellous statement was voluntary on the part of itaf 
crouching editor,, or- whether he 'was dictated toi 1- 
kAownot*. But to the paragraph : 

<* The man Jonathan Walker, who recently abduct-*- 
ed the seven negro slaves belonging, to MessKi Wil-^ 
lis and Caldwell; was captured with th^neg^^oeei, in hia . 
whalebcxEit, about fifteen miles from the light-boat at 
Careyfut% Reef, on the. 8th inst* by the wrecking 
sipop. \ EJtiTfL Catherine,', and.broug^ -jt^, Key* Vfm * oa\ 
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the 9&. The negroes are on board the sloop Refiyrm, 
and are expected every hour. 

" The U. S. steamer Gen. Taylor, Li. Com. E. Far^ 
rand, arrived here last Thursday evening from Key 
West, brought prisoner Walker under a commitment 
from the civil authority ; and on being taken before the 
XJ. S. District Judge, the court being in session, was 
immediately remanded to prison, on failing to give the 
necessary bail, to await his trial at the next term of 
the court. The indignation felt by this community on 
the subject of this outrage is very great. When the 
prisoner landed on the wharf the crowd was immense, 
and as he was escorted to the court-house by the 
deputy marshal, the crowd thronged the streets and 
side-walks, and the court-room was filled to overflow-- 
ing with a highly excited mass of people. Ghreat la 
the excitement was, however, and aggravate a3 its 
cause, to the credit of our good citizens be it said, not 
the least attempt was made to commit yiolenoe upon 
the person of the offender ; on the contrary, while a 
few could not refrain, from openly expressing their 
feelings of resentment, the great body seemed to look 
upon the prisoner as a miserable object of pity. How 
far he is truly to be pitied, however, we are not pre^ 
pared to say, for the Gen. Taylor bjrings the? rumor 
from Key West that Walker said his conduct was 
rash, but that he had done nothing wrong, and that he 
would do the same thing again if he had qspor* 
funityj' 

But tG! show tnth what sseredness he regards truth 
be&re die public, I quote a few statements mack ia 
lllf GUvette of Noyember 23d. After some |Hreiimi« 
6 
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oary remarks and observations upon my first trial, he 
says: 

" On the first of these indict- No jurr had yet beca empan- 
ments the prisoner was arraigned neled, ana no disclosures or allu- 
and plead not guilty. But before sions were made to the public ; 
proceeding to offer nis testimony, he (the district attorney) nrankly 
the district attorney, with a stated to the court that he bad 
frankness which cannot be too four indictments asainst the pris- 
highly commended, disclosed to oner for slave stealing, 
the Juryf the prisoner's counsel, 
and the public, that he held in 
his hand four indictments against 
the prisoner, embracing as many 
distinct offences." 

" Several hours were spent in 
the discussion of this question, 
during which a host of authori- 
' ties were arrayed on the part of 
the prosecution, to justify the 
course taken by the district attor- 
ney — ^while, on the other himd, 
many long arguments of great 
force were advanced by the oppo- 
site counsel." 

"The court held the matter 
under advisement until next day, 
«nd alter sleeping on the point, 
gave it clearly in fevor of the dis- 
trict attorney. 



Not more than forty minutes 
were consumed in discussion on 
the subject, and but two authori- 
ties (on cases) were cited to jus- 
tify the course taken by the dis- 
trict attorney— so that all the 
long arguing of great force on 
the discussion was done iu leif 
than 40 minutes. 

The court did not hold the 
matter under advisement until 
next day, for the whc^e trial, from 
commencement to end, did not ex- 
ceed three hours, with the exc^ 
tion of the time consumed by the 
lury on the last indictments, and 



jurv 
inclu 



[uding that time the whole 
'" ' (See 



did not exceed five hours, 
first trial.) 

Two days after the VCTdicts 
were rendered the prisoner was 
called, sentenced, &c. 



"The day after the verdicts 
were rendered, the prisoner was 
called to the bar, and the sen- 
tence . of the court pionoimced 
upon him accordingly. He was 
placed in the pillory," &c. 

I will notice one or two more of the Gazette man's 
editorial displays, and so leave him for the present. 

.Three days after the three last writs were served 
on me» and I v^as istrongly chained in prison, to 
await a trial four months hence, the Gazette man 
belches forth — ^^ It is a matter of wonder here, that 
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the 2eal and benevolence of Walker's abolition friends 
have not led to his being famished with the means of 
release." In a short time after this, the proprietor of 
the same paper writes to a friend of mine in Boston, 
who made the inquiry through him to know on what 
conditions I could be released ; and his reply was, 
that " it was impossible for anything to be done until 
after my trial at May court.** 

Since writing the foregoing, I have fallen in with 
the Pensacola Gazette, of June the 29th, 1844, in which 
tin attempt was made to tell how and when I came 
there, and my business and course of conduct while 
there, &c.; but in that description they only succeeded 
in getting at now and then a truth. I here insert a 
short paragraph, which contains most of the truth in 
the statement: 

** He was employed, after the bursting of the rail- 
road and New Town bubble, to live at the depot, and 
take care of the railroad property. — ^He is a carpenter, 
or boat-builder, and occasionally employed as a 
mechanic. — He seemed a very devout Christian, and 
by his uprightness and integrity, had gained the con- 
fidence of many highly respectable members of our 
community. Whilst he lived at the depot, however, 
he had frequent occasions to have negroes- to work for 
him, and he associated with them on terms of equality 
and intimacy — seating them by himself, at his table, 
while his daughters, (half grown girls,) waited on the 
table. He preached to the negroes, and exhorted them 
with brotherly affection, telling them that they were 
just as good as he was, and that the difference of color 
was a mere shadow, &:^. He was suspected of taift^ 
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pering with tlie negroes, and being accessory to tbt 
concealment on board of a vessel and the escape of 
two slaves, about three or four years ago." 



CHAPTER X. 



I HAVE before stated that I was escorted from the 
steamboat General Taylor to the court-house by the 
deputy marshal. Although this officer had but little 
to do with me, yet so far as he had anything to do with^ 
me, he manifested a kind and friendly feeling. . Those 
^ho have never been in critical circumstances cannot 
tell how sensibly every look, action and word is fek 
hy one in my situation. The name of thk officer is 
jfames Gonzalez, who is entitled to my thanks for his 
JiuniaBe deportment towards me. 
. The marshal of the district, Ebenezer Dorr, was 
formerly f^m the State of Maine, with whom I had 
been well acquamted for eight or nine years, and we 
hsii always been on terms of friendship; but now our 
Bmtual feelings were about to be tested ; for circum^ 
stances having rendered oar situations very difierent, 
there was no more equality. He was a practical 
slave-holder and a strong advocate of the system ; I an 
uncompromising opponent of American slavery in all 
its forms ; he holding a high office under the terri* 
toriid government ; I, a prisoner for a violation of the 
territorial law, placed in his custody, and sul:jeet 
ajnest entirely to bis ecmtrol. I do not jHretead that 
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f>ur fbnner acquaintance or friendly intercourse enti- 
tled me to any unusual indulgence, or that he should 
▼iolate any duty, or deviate from the path of justice 
to accommodate me, or ameliorate my condition ; but 
I did suppose that there should be some consideration 
made on the score of humanity, towards any one in 
so feeble a state as I was at the time of my committal, 
wiiich might aid in the restoration of health, or that 
would not tend to reduce me still more ; for the reader 
has already been informed that I was placed in heavy 
irons, without even a handful of straw to lie on, or 
anything done to provide me with food suitable for a 
sick person — for it was impossible for me to recover 
solely on my jail fare. Not but the quantity was 
sufficient, but the quality was not suitable for one out 
of health ; and I deprived, as was supposed, of what 
money I had for several days ; so that all means were 
thwarted of providing for myself. But, as I wish not 
to forget any favor shown me, I pass to his credit a 
bottle of milk which he gave me, and an occasional 
call and inquiry after my health, and the loan of some 
newspapers, &c. 

My correspondenc^ had to pass under his inspec- 
tion, and for one or two words in a private letter to 
my wife, respecting my situation, I received from him 
a severe reprimand. But suffice it to say, that he 
might have made my situation more irksome, or he 
might have ameliorated it, without infringing upon 
his official duties. He permitted George Willis to 
take from my head a handkerchief, which his deputy 
'had placed there to keep off the violence of the sun, 
find heave rotten eggs at me, whilst standing in th« 
6* 5 
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j^Ulory, wiAout interfering other than saying, " Pon^ 
'Mr. Willis, for we have got to take him into courtj"-*- 
AS mxich as to say, **he would appear indecent," or 
♦* some one's senses will be offended." 

Walker Anderson, the district attorney, who, by 
the bye, was the prosecuting officer, is entitled to my 
,1hai^ for his kindness and humanity towards me, 
both in his private and official capacity. He is a 
• mild, c<nisiderate and intelligent man ; and were he 
not surrdunded by a powerful slavery ii^ifiuence, ai^ 
society might be proud oi such a member. I have for 
a number of years known him, and can say that he is 
of the most amiable disposition of any person I ever 
knew in Pensacok — notwithstanding a few misstate- 
ments in his letter to the governor of Florida, in reply 
: to a letter from the secretary of Massachusetts to that 
iunctionary, which I may notice hereafter. For a 
considerable part of my confinement, he furnished me 
•with reading matter and the news of the day; and in 
r his absence, his kind and amiable wife would supply 
r^e With literairy food. 

It may not be out of place here to make mention of 
George Willis and Bobert C. Caldwell, the claimants 
, ,ef the slaves that went away with me. George Willis 
rdaims a high standing in society, is omsidered a man 
. of considerable property ; said to be the owner of a 
considerable number of slaves, with whom he is very 
HN^vere ; he is a haughty, overbearhig and cruel man, 
/and associates with but few. He was marshal of die 
west district of Florida, two or three years, whilst I 
.lived in Pensacola; during which time he had 
<ike honor of hating three or four colored men* 
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¥)ma roy'prQyt«ii8^kn«wled||ie of -him, I was prepiiTecl 
toerp&ei no fstor from tlmt quarter, a&d had he bemi 
•at home when I ffias brought ' back to Pensacola, I 
haTe^no doubt' he would have 'sought illegal revenge 
TJi|Jon Tne;*--die manner in which he displayed his 
feeHags at the coutft-b>ase, when Tuidergoing the 
'penalti^ of mj &tsi trial, may be considered a speci- 
rneii of die man. 

H. C. Caldwell was at this tiroe^ a second lieutenant 

in the navy, but has since been promoted to a first 

li^tenancy. He is fifom ihe State of Ohio ; and, as 

I have been credibly iafiormed, had studied for the 

ministry, but finally entered the nary ; and two or 

^fhr^e years ago, married a wealthy young woolan in 

' Fensacok, *who had a number of 8laYe8,.aDd in this way 

l)^ah«e iii postession of piroperty and slaves.— ^inis he 

■^is yeat dfter "year receiving ^ay froni Ae United States 

g^oVemment, for orersieehig his own or his wxfe?8 

slaves. 'My fi^t personal acquiaintantse with this man 

took place In the boat' in which I was brought from 

the * steambdat Oe^ieral Taylor to Pensacola, while 

^in (Jharge of Ihe deputy marshal. Ho visited me 

several times soon aflter itiy cOiAttiittal, appeared very 

•^IfHendly and seetned disposed to urge Upon ilay miiid 

'some religious considerations, ' aftd had the politeness 

^ l)ring me sotoe' pound-cake, as he called it ; bat 

^no sooner had he succeiefded in getting possession of 

'what little I had in the shape of propeity, than every 

' ftriemdly and social consideration was abandoned, and 

^'he iipared no pains to persecute me to the extent of 

^his ability ; and was still anxious to gmtify his malig* 

* nant appetite oh the iit^m of his rs|^e,'to the very last 
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With some reluctance, I introdace to the 
Francis Torward, the jailer, or constable, but more 
commonly designated by the title of city marshal. 
The jail is the property of the city, and the jailer (city 
marshal) is chosen yearly by a vote of the city, and is 
paid a salary per month. His daty is to look after the 
peace and quiet of the city ; to commit and release all 
prisoners ; to ring the city bell on all proper occasions, 
especially at tbe hours of 8, P. M., in winter, and 9, P. 
M., in summer ; and to take up nil slaves found in the 
streets without a pass after the bell has been rung, &c. 
He provides the prisoners with their food and drink, for 
which he is allowed 37| cents each, per day. He 
also inflicts punishment upon slaves sent there by their 
masters or mistresses to be punished. I know not 
whether he is under any official obligation to perform 
Hiis task, or whether custom has made it a rule. For 
this service, I believe he is entitled to extra pay from 
the persons who employ him for that purpose. It is 
by no means a general rule for masters or mistresses 
to have their slaves flogged by the city marshal, for it 
frequently costs them some loss of their service or 
-time, besides what they have to pay the martial ; so 
that but few are disposed to incur the e^ense, when 
they can save it by a few minutes' exertion of their 
own muscular powers, and at the same time feed 
their rapacious revenge upon their helpless slaves. I 
■am not prepared to say what the compensation is for 
flogging, or whether it is in all cases the same, or 
proportioned to the degree of infliction ; but I am 
inclined to think there is a stipulated price, and I had 
grounds for the conclusion that it is 75 cents, each 
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^mt^ Thete ai^peai^ to be lio amount of .pumshineiit 
fixed by any law or rule, but the kind and quantity is 
prescribed by the master or mistress, as their feelings 
or inclination may influence them. 

Suppose the slave whom I have so often mentioned 
as being flogged by her mistress, had cost her master 
75 cents for each whipping, the amount would have 
been about $30 from the 19th July, when I was com- 
mitted, to the 19th February, when the family moved 
from the jail. The reader will have perceived that 
those whippings were much more frequent in the warm 
weather than in the cold, and also before her mistresd' 
confinement, than afterwards. The reader is at lib- 
erty to make his or her comments or conjectures as to 
the cause of this. 

It may be thought that those whippings were of no 
great severity, and merely adminiertered as a parent 
woukL correct a child; but to test the quality let a 
^rson be covered only with a thin cotton firock, oaad 
Jet a woman, ejieited to unc<»itroUed passton, i^ply 
a raw-hide switch to the back of the other with her 
greatest strengih fitom twenty to fifty l^ws, and diey 
would not need a repetition of it to ascertain its mild- 
■es8« But some of those floggings were applied by a 
more powerful arm than that of the mistress; and the 
marks and scars were visible upon the slave's neck 
and iace from the time I was first committed to the 
day of my release. My s^fises have conveyed to my 
heart inexpressible feelings of disgust and abhorrenca 
ibr such a mode of discipline or punishment upon 
rational human beings. Often when these exhibi- 
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turns baTe taken place, have I thought of the tcHkm* 

ing lines : 

** Hate's quivering lip, the fix*d, the starting eye, 
The grin of rengeanoe, and the forehead pale, 
The deep drawn breath, the short hyena cry. 
All in connection tell the dreadful tale'' 
Where cowhide, paddle, chains, and slavery does prevail. 

If any parents, guardians or masters, wish their child, 
minor, or servant, to hate them with a perfect hatred, 
let them flog them ! If parents, guardians or their . 
masters, wish to destroy all good will and ready obe- 
dience to superiors, and all self-respect in their chil- 
dren, minors or servants, let them flog them, and they 
may be assured that they are in a fair way to obtain 
that object. 

I was somewhat acquainted with the jailer before 
my incarceration, but not at all with any of his iam* 
ily; but I soon found that what St. Paul called the 
weaker vessel was the stronger vessel, for none could 
carry so great a press of sail as my hostess. Her 
colors were nailed at mast-head, and all about the 
premises were to be controlled by her undisputed 
sway. 

It may be asked what treatment I received at their 
hands ? I answer, that for the most part of the time, it 
was better than that which fell to the lot of other pris- 
oners ; after being there for some time, by some cause 
or other, I seemed to get partly into their good grace, 
and was treated by her with perfect civility and some 
degree of kindness ; and frequently foond in my dish 
some little luxuries, unusual, I presume, for prisoners 
to receive except at their own e^qpense, or by the kind- 
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ness of Ifiends. But if I had had no means to provide 
anything for myself, I should much of the time have 
gone hungry, as the portion given me which I could eat, 
was insufficient. My food consisted mostly of bread 
and fish for breakfast, and bread and a dish of soup 
or some calavance beans for dinner. The bread was 
generally good, made of flour, and most of the time 
raised ; and the rest was mixed up and baked in thin 
cakes without raising. I had the curiosity to weigh 
it for two weeks, and the result was ten pounds seven 
ounces for fourteen successive days, two pounds thir** 
teen and one half ounces of which was Johnny-cake, 
or flour and water kneaded up and baked by the fire 
as above. Some days I had but little other than bread 
given me. 

The district attorney says in his letter to Governor 
Branch, Nov. 9th, 1844, that I " informed him that I 
was in perfect health," and that " I assured him that 
I had nothing to complain of in the treatment of the 
jailer and his family." He should have said that I 
informed him that my health was as good as my sit- 
uation would admit of; and that I did not complain 
of the treatment of the jailer or his family. 

It was for my benefit to make as little complaint as 
possible, and tberefore, having a little money, I sup- 
plied at my own expense what was lacking on their 
part, which amoimted to little more than a dollar per 
week during my imprisonment, for food, washing, 
and a little clothing. 

The reader may not readily understand how I 
astcertained the weight of the bread I have spoken of. 
By the use of a small stick and a little paper and 
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tmiB»t I iBad« a bahtnce, and for weights I osed tilrtft 
coin; aod in this way I also weighed the chain 
attached to my leg, hy weighing one link of mcditiro 
size, and multiplying the others hy that, which pro« 
duct was twenty-two and one-half pounds, heside the 
shackle which encircled my ankle. 

As to the persons, whose names I hare here heen 
using, I have no inclination to misrepresoat or abuse 
themi for I delight not in vilifying my feUow-crea- 
tures, but would far radier speak well o£ them ; and 
what I have here said, has beea under a sense of deep 
moral feeling, and I have su^^ressed muchthia might 
have been said with propriety, aM in strict accocdanoe 
with truth. But if any, whose names I have here 
dealt with, or may deal with, can show in any 
instance wher^ I have iQisused them, I will hasten to 
make pubUc confession, and b<3g their pArdoit 



CHAPTER XI. 



I NOW introduce some correspondence, and die 
expressions of others in relation to my case. As soon 
after I was committed to prison in Pensacola, as I was 
able to write, I sent a note to Benjamin IJ). Wrighti. 
counsellor at law^ requesting an interview with him. 
My object was to obtain information in regard to so^ie 
points of law relating to my case, as then there was a 
pi;obability of my coming to a trial before the Npven^r. 
bier term; and aftet the lapse of several weeks, I 
received the following reply : 
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Peitsacola, Aug. 9Q, 1844. 

Sntr^I hAte for some lime thought I ought to 
•«B8Wef your hole, handed me some weeks ago, in 
which yott request me to call and see you. I have 
not called for reasons which I will frankly state. 

In common with all who know you as k citizen 
here, I was very indignant, not so much at the injury 
which your offence occasioned, as at the instdt which 
it implied to the whole commiinity. This fefelmg is 
•till strong in me, hut I feel that it is gradually giving 
way to gentle* irtpnlses. 

It is ^e indignant feeling above hiention^d diflt has 
hitherto prevented me f*om seeing you. If the object 
«f yowr note was to avail yourself of my profefesionid 
serviees, I <Jen only say that after thinking the matter 
«v«T, 1 do not see how I can fefuse them, nor do I 
ihiidE that by the time the NoveWiber eourt cotAes on, 
I should desire to relbfafe^ so that if you cannot do 
beltei'y I will tken attend to your defence. 
Yours, Ste, 

Bei^jakik I). WniGHf. 

Mk. J. Walsbb^ 

The reason of my requesting an interview vrith B» 
D. Wright, was, knowing that he was a candid mam 
and experienced in his profession, and that I should 
be likely to obtain correct information from him. 

In a day or two after I wrote to my family givinf 
them a statement of what had taken place, and my 
jpresent condition ; the substance of which has been 
Inade public through the newspaper press. And in 
due time I received several letters from friends ; from 
one I make an extract, and another I give entire. 
7 
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Harwich, Aug. Vfth, 1844. 

My very dear suflfering friend Jonathan ;—«fter 
much concern, we have had a letter from thine own 
hand ; the truth of which we can confide in. Thy 
family are all in health. Some days after the news 
of thy capture came, I went over to see thy wife and 
thy parents, and they expressed much concern about 
thee. I mentioned to them the well-known passage 
of Scripture : " if ye sufier for righteousness, happy 
are ye," &c. " Be not afraid of their terror, neither 
be troubled, but sanctify the Lord God in your hearts." 

At a meeting, on the first day of August, we made 
a small collection for thy family. We also chose a 
xommittee to see to thy family. It was a consolation 
to many, to have a letter from thee; many sympathize 
,with thee. I think I can see the good hand of God 
with you, in chastening and afflicting you. I rejoice 
to see thy integrity and thy confidence in Christ ; thy 
believing that he has stood by thee, and that thou 
canst not part with him ! Yea, let everything else go 
first ! Yea, let life go before Him. Jesus says, " he 
came not to do his own will, but the will of his Father 
that sent him ! " and he has left us an example that we 
iiould ^valk in his steps ; " for he that hath suflered 
JO the flesh T hath ceased from sin." When liberty, 
truth and right, has been trampled upon for a long 
time; the authority, law, and government of God 
been disregarded i human inventions set up ; the laws^ 
usages y and customs of men been considered para* 
mount to the will, law, or government of God, it will, 
surely, cost more or less suffering to make a change. 

E. NiCKERSON. 
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In a subsequent letter the same person says, " My 
dear brother, you have a glorious trial ; make a right 
use of it." 

Harwichy Aug, 20, 1844. 
Capt*.'!. Walker: 

Dear Sir, — When your condition became known 
here, a good deal of interest was excited in your 
behalf. A meeting of the citizens was held at the 
congregational meeting-house yesterday, (19th,) agree- 
ably to previous notice, to take into consideration your 
case ; and the undersigned were made a committee to 
ascertain through you, your friends, or the authorities 
of Pensacola, in what way, if at all, your condition 
may be ameliorated. ) 

We learn that you were committed to prison for 
want of bail ; and we wish to know whether you 
would be now released from confinement if the neces- 
sary bail should be obtained ? Do you wish for bail ? 
or had you rather remain confined u^tilyoox tri^l? 
Have you any counsel? And if ^o^» do you wi^ Iqr. 
any ? And if so, have you the means of emplc^ng 
counsel ? Or does the goyemn^nt furnish coanfe}. Son, 
you ? You state in your letter that you are chained 
so that you cannot walk your room. This we.caonot 
but regret ; as we know that a little exercise would: 
afford you much relief, and we trust that the humanity 
of those who have you in keeping, will prompt them 
to afford you some relief in this particular. Is the 
room in which you are confined, so ventilated that 
you can have a supply of fresh air? Are you con; 
fined alone, or are there others in the room with 3rou ?' 
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if 80, how many ? Will there be a special court for 
Your trial, or shall you wait till the regular term in 
November ? An early answer to the above inquiries, 
or so many of them as may be of importance to you, 
is desired. 

From our long acquaintance with you, we are 
fissured, that the act for which you have been arrested, 
luid are now suffering, was done under a high sense 
of moral obligation. How far that sense has been 
mistaken, is not for us to determine. We can only 
regret the occurrence ; leaving the adjustment of its 
i^orality between you and your own conscience. 

Have you a comfortable supply of good and whol&* 
some food ? Is there any way in which we can be of 
any service to you ? If so, inform us, and our efforts 
to render your condition more comfortable shall not be 
wanting, 

Sidney Underwood. 
Eleanah NiceebsoN) J%* 

I prefix here a copy of three official letters; the 
ftwt written by Jdm G. Palfrey, Secretary of the State 
of Massachusetts to the Governor of Florida; the 
second by Governor Branch, of Florida, to Walker 
Anderson, District Attorney for the Western District 
of West Florida; the third by Walker Anderson, 
in reply to the two first. 

Commonwealth of Massachusetts, ^ 
Secretary's Office, Boston, > 
October 2nd, 1844. V 
SiE^^^-I have it in charge from the Governor of this 
Q<^)(^^^wealtb, respectfully to ask your Excelleney'e 
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attention to the case of Jonathan Walker, a citizen of 
Massachusetts, said to he now in prison in PensacoUu 
in the Territory of Florida, awaiting his trial on a 
"charge of ahducting certain slaves from that terri- 
tory. 

It is represented to the Governor, hy respectable 
persons, that the confinement of said Walker is 
attended with circumstances of unusual hardship: 
that, in a feeble state of healtii, he is loaded with 
heavy irons, and suffering from other severe treat- 
ment, unnecessary for his safe keeping and endanger- 
ing his life. It is further alleged that his friends are 
confident of his having a good legal defence against the 
charge for which he stands committed, but that they 
need time to take the proper steps for his vindication, 
he being a poor man, the head of a numerous family 
dependent upon his labor, and unable to commiand the 
necessary professional aid, without assistance, which 
cannot be immediately obtained. And the Executive 
6f this Commonwealth is invoked to interest its^f ih 
any manner consistent with its constitutional obligi^ 
tions, to obtain a mitigation of the hardships which he 
is said to be enduring, and such a delay of proceed- 
ings as may afford opportunity Ibr securing that high- 
est object of justice, safety to the innocent. 

The Governor feels it to be due to the importance 
of the occasion, as well as to the high respectability 
of the sources whence these representations proceed, 
and to the sensibility which exists upon the subject, 
among the good people of this Commonwealth, to 
apprize your Excellency of the circumstances, as th^ 
are reported to him, and respectfully request such 
7# 
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i^^xtion of infii^eiice or authority, on your part, a^ 
9fficial obligations may permit, and the claims of jus* 
tic6 and humanity may dictate, to prevent the exercise 
pf needless severities in this case by subordinate offi- 
cers, and to cause the legal proceedings to be delayed 
for a sufficient time to aflford the accused party every 
reasonable advantage for establishing his innocencq. 
I am accordingly directed, respectfully to request your 
Excellency to cause this prosecution to be stayed Jong 
enough to admit of arrangements being made to obtain 
&r said Jonathan Walker, such able and effectual 
assistance as may enable him to maintain his rights 
before the tribunals of his country. And I am further 
inducted to request that your Excellency will be 
pleased to take care that he may be relieved from any 
4Qegal or unusual severity in the manner of his con- 
4l^m9Qt. 

I AD6ureid that your Excellency will estimate justljr 
^ soUqkude on the part of the Governor of this Com* 
#poi^w€talth, for the safety of its helpless citizens, which^ 
4ictiit?8 this ooinmunication, I have the honon; to sub- 
4ffi^be myself, Most respectfully, 

Youy Excellency's obedient servant, 

John 6. Faltrey^ Secretary* 
To his Excellency, the Governor of Florida. 

Egecutive Office, October 25th, 1844. 
Mt Dsae Sir, — ^I herewith transmit to you a copy 
of a somewhat extraordinary communication whkh I 
,have received from the Secretary of the Common- 
^wealth of Massachusetts. I have not, and probably 
.tniay not take my official notice of it, for reasons which 
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Wiikw^^y 00(^0^ t9t you. Yixu are, bowevec, at lib* 
^jr to Bdak^ SHc^i uso of it as you Juay -think proper, 
as I have entire confidence in your discretion and 
-^toility to do justice lo^ a subject which «eems to excite 
^e ^emibiUty of the good people of that Common* 
wealth, and which cannot he 009 of indifference to tlie 
60uthern siavQ-rholder. 

With the highest respect and esteem, 
I am youis truly, 

John Branch* 
Tt) Wftlker Anderacm, U- S, Att*y for West Florida. 

CSffkH of the Aitotn^ of tie TJ. S.for Wesi Florida, 

Pen^aeola, November 9thy 1844. 
. Siltr— Oa my return a fe^ days since from Walton 
Court, I found your Eiccellency's letter of the 25th ^ 
October, encloftiuff a qopy of a commumcation to youir* 
jielf fifom the Secretaty of the Commonwealth of Mas* 
floflhuselt^ on the ^bjeiQt of Jonathan Walter, now m 
prison hjatQ, ft*?aiti^ bia tqal (m. a ^hairge of aegio 
irteating« 

. Though I have kept myself infcfirmed, geweifelly, m 
jlp Wtilke»*s condition in prison ever since his acrest* I 
Itote t^en pains since Uie receipt of yojur letter, to 
})roGttre more precise informatics on the subject^ bo^i 
from* himself and from the officers who have had him 
in d>afg0) and I am hai^y to inform your Excellency, 
4bat ^'Crovernpr of MassachiiseUe has been entirely 
misled by the " respectable persons " who have repfi»- 
fditted tO! him» " that ti^ <jonftwi5i^t;of wid WaBcer 
k att^(»d^ with cire«m9tancQ9< of uh^^iuaI JiardsU;, 
and that in a feeble state of health, he is loaded widi 
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heavy irons, and sufiering from other severe Ireatmen' 
unnecessary for his safe keeping, and endangering his 
life." 

When he was committed, he was in very feehle 
health, resulting from his long exposure at sea in an 
open hoat ; but notwithstanding his confinement, his 
health has gradually ameliorated until the present 
moment, when, as he informs me, and as he looks to 
be, he is in perfect health. He assures me that there 
is nothing he has to complain of in the treatment of 
the jailer and his family towards him, and that his 
prison fare has been satisfactory to him, except that for 
a short time after his arrest, his feeble health made his 
ordinary fare distasteful to him ; but that he was soon 
able to supply himself with such things as he wished. 

It is true that he has been confined with a single 
thain around his ankle, but this was not regarded as 
'* unnecessary to his safe keeping," nor as being a 
^circumstance of unusual hardship." The crime 
widi which he is charged is characterized by our law 
as a very grave one, and the executive officers of our 
mvLTi have looked to that law for their guidance, 
^ther than to the opinions of those to whom they at 
least owe no accountability. Their duty required 
them to keep their prisoner securely, and I think I 
may assure your Excellency, that in performing this 
duty they have in no degree violated the dictates of 
humanity, or infringed any of the rights of the unfor- 
tunate man. 

I trust that these representations, when conveyed by 
your E»:eUency to the Governor of Massachusetts 
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may tiWy ^ the sensibility which exists upon the 9vi^ 
ject among the good people of that Commonwealth/' 

The Secretary of the Commonwealth proceeds to 
Say» " I am directed to request your Excelteicy to 
cause his prosecution to be stayed long enough to 
admit of arrangements being made to obtain for said 
Jonathan Walker such able and effectual assistance as 
may enable him to maintain his rights before the tri* 
buiials of his country." There is no disposition, I am 
sure, in any of the officers of this court to press this 
trial with unusual precipitancy, but on the contrary, 
there is a sincere desire to do justice, and no mor0 
than justice, to the accused ; and I may add that there 
prevails a wish to receive with due respect, the int^r*' 
position of the authorities of Massachusetts in his 
behalf; but I apprehend to postpone the trial ind^fi^ 
nitely, and thereby prolong a confinement considered 
so irl(8pm?i ^ould scarcely ]be yielded with propriety 
to the refuest o^ the Governor of Massachusetts, if 
opposed to the wishes of the prisoner himself. He 
has a right to demand his immediate trial, and I have 
been assured by him only to-day that he is an»ous 
that his case should be disposed of during the present 
term of the court. This desire of his, ^o natural in 
jtself, we shall feel boun4 to regard as paramount in 
its claim upon us, to the wishes of his friends abroad 
— to say nothing of his right to enforce it I trust, 
therefore, that his Excellency of Massachusetts wift 
perceive that we are prevented from complying with 
(lis request by the superior duty of yielding ta the 
wishes of the prisoner in this regard. 

Walker has expressed a wish that his trial should 

6 
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be postponed to as late a period of the term as pracd 
cable, and it has accordingly been fixed for the second 
week of the term, and I doubt not it will be put off to 
a still later period of the term, if the prisoner should 
show good cause therefor. 

I deem it scarcely necessary to assure your Excel- 
lency that the delay so earnestly pressed upon your 
Excellency by the Secretary of the Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts, is not indispensable "to obtain for 
Walker such able and eflectual assistance as may en- 
able him to maintain his rights before the tribunals of 
his country." Counsel is within his reach here, fully 
competent to the task of maintaining his rights any- 
where, and your Excellency, I am sure, anticipates me, 
in the assurance that his poverty will oppose no ob« 
stacle to his procuring the aid of such counsel. 
I remain, Sir, with much respect, 

Your Excellency's ob't serv't, 
Walker ANDEBSoif. 
U. S. Attyjbr West Florida. 
To his Excellency, John Branch, 

Governor of Florida^ Tallahassee, 

Through the kindness of a friend in New York, I 
received the following resolution and the annexed 
epistle, just two months from its adoption. But the 
original paper, with some others, was wrested by force 
from me, and laid before a committee of the legislative 
council of the Territory of Florida, for their action, 
which report I place below. By some exertion I suc- 
ceeded in obtaining all the papers except the one of 
which I place a copy here. 
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BrUuh and Foreign Anti'Sbnery Society, far the 

jUhclUion of Slavery and the Slave trade through 

out the v>orld, 

27 New Broad street) London, 

At a meeting of the British and Foreign Antt* 
Slavery Society, held at 27 New Broad street, on 
Friday, October 4, 1844, George Stacy, Esq., in the 
ckair^ it was resolved unanimously. 

That, considering the enormous wickedness of 
American Slavery, whether viewed in relation to the 
iniquity of its principle, which deprives nearly three 
millions of human beings of their personal rights, or 
to the atrocity of its practice, which subjects them to 
the deepest degradation and misery ; this committ€ie 
feel it to be their duty, publicly and warmly, to ex- 
press their sympathy with those devoted friends of hu« 
manity, the Rev. Charles T. Torrey and Captain Jona- 
than Walker— who are now incarcerated in the prisons 
of Maryland ^and West Florida, for having aided or 
attempted to aid some of their countrymen in their 
escape from bondage ; and to assure those Cl»istian 
philanthropists that they consider the cause for which 
they may hereafter be called to suffer, honorable to 
them as men and as Christians ; and the kvws under 
which they are to be arraigned, as utterly disgraceful 
to a civilized community, and in the highest degree 
repugnant to the spirit and precepts of the gospel. 
On behalf of the committee, 

Thomas Claekson, President. 

John. ScOble, Secretary, 
To Capt. Jonathan Walker. 

Octobers, 1844 
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27 NmBrotMl strut Loni&ti. 

DbaA Sra^^The painful cirounMtaneed iti wtiich 
you have been placed by your humane anil ChH«tian 
attempt to deliver dome of your fellow-tnen from the 
sii^Tings and degradation of slavery, are not, as you 
will perceive by the accompanying resolution, un'» 
known to the Abolitionists in Great Britain. 

They truly sympathize with you in your cJliotiott^ 
and they trust that the efforts which are to be made 
U>t your delitreraiice from the power of evil men aad 
eyil laws, will be succeeded, by the divine blessing. 

Year faith and patieiice may be greatly tried, but I 
bust you will be divinely sustained through the con^ 
flicty and, tl^Lt you iiirill have m korge sihare m iktt 
piayers, as well as in tlto sympathies and assistance 
of ^rour frietidsi. 

. Titt^dng that you will. meet with beiooming Iwti^' 
tilde your apptosching trial, wad. that whatetveor may b^ 
ila issuer you may find the '< joy of the Lord to ber 
]Mmt strength,'' 

I at«b* dear sir, with great respect and esteem. 

Yours very traly^^ 
John Scvmjif S&cr9i4trt^ 

T^ Copt. Jonallnn Walkei/ 

TO 'iBA GOWtmr^^ of tab Bfil^ff Aln^ fiMLtlM 
AUTl-SL^TBST 80ei£T7, LOKDOIC*^ 

New York City, My 12'^, 1845. 
Very kind and highly esteemed friends : 

I arrived this day in this city, and embrace tlie ^lur 
liest convenient opportunity to acknowledge the recep 
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'Am of the kind fetter of your worthy secretary, John 
SooMe, and the accompanying resolution adopted at 
your meeting in London, on the 4th of October, 1844, 
expressive of jovlt opinion of, and feelings towards 
Charles T. Torrey and myself. The letter was for- 
warded through the kindness of a friend in NeW 
York, and reached me just two months after its date. 
Bttt it is impossible for me to express upon paper the 
'feelings which the reception of the letter and resolu- 
'tion excited. 

I am an American-bom citizen, and have lived 
*forty*five years under this republican form of gov- 
•emment, but I am ashamed to acknowledge that, 
while enjojring the greatest social and religious priv- 
ileges of any nation upon the earth, boasting of Our lib- 
eral and free institutions, of the inherent right of all meA 
\o " life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness," of our 
arts and sciences^ civilization, and the dispensation of 
Bie gospel; yet we cherish in pur midst the most 
heinous, unjust, oppressive, and God-provoking sys- 
tem that ever cursed the dwellers of earth, nourishing 
jealousy and discord through the land, poisoning the 
life-streams of our Union, corroding the vitals of this 
young and growing nation, and destroying the mental 
an^ moral faculties of one portion of its inhabitants, to 
corrupt and debase the other ; and if any one is found 
among her sons whose humane feelings prompt him 
to extend an act of sympathy towards his deeply in- 
Jtired fellow-subjects — ^who have nowhere to look with 
any earthly hope for the mitigation of their wretched- 
ness, but in the hearts of the few, and are denied the 
privilege of fieeking redress from the laws and coun- 
8 
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sek of their country^— such an one is sought out aad 
hunted like a beast of prey, and dealt with as a traitor 
to his country, and as a slayer of his iellow-men ; and 
this, notwithstanding every precaution has been used 
to prevent any act of violence on the part of the truly 
wronged, and none but pacific means are countenanced 
to obtain relief. 

While my mind has been filled with such consider- 
ations, and while unde^rgoing the most degrading pua- 
ishments that human invention has produced, frofn th^ 
Jiands of my own coutttr3riQen, I receive firom a high 
and honorable source in a foreign and monarchical 
country, the warm and cordial sympatiiies, and iavosr 
able consideration and approbation of the cause for 
which 1 suffer, and detestation of the course pursued 
against me> from entire strangersj whom I never saw, 
and probably never shall see this side of anothi»r 
world. 

I heartily respond, gentlemen, to the declaration ia 
the last clause of the resolution which you adopted, 
that '* the laws under which we were to be arraigned 
are utterly disgraceful to a civilised community, and 
in the highest degree repugnant to the spirit and pr^ 
cepts of the gospel" 

You are probably aware ere this of the result of my 
first trial in November last, under four indictments. 
Since that time I have been detailed in prison until 
the 16th of June, when, after having undergone a 
second trial, on the 9th. of May, under three indict- 
ments, I was released by the liberality of friendst 
in paying the fines and costs of prosecution, which 
were charged against meu With the exception of two 
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stKt a ha}f months, I was kept in chains during the 
whole of my imprisonment. 

• Let me assure you again, my dear friends, of my 
gratitude for your kind and humane consideration. It 
is a source of deep regret to me that the original letter 
and resolution were taken from me while in prison by 
the authorities, but not however till I had secured a 
copy of eachj which I hold inraluable. They were 
kid before the legislative council of Fbrida, and a 
report made thereon, a copy of which I enclose. 

Trusting that all needful blessings from our ditine 
Lord may attend you individually and collectively in 
all coming time, and enable you to accompHsli much 
iir the righteous cause yon hare espoused for the. 
amelioTation of the condition ofthetleeply^njuredand 
0}^iressed children of men, 

I remain, respectfully, 3rour grateful friend, 

JoKATHAH WaLKEB. 
REPORT OP THE LEGISLATIVE COXTNCIL OP FLORHU. 

Mr. Ferguson, from a joint seleet committee, made 
the* following report : 

The joint select committee, to which was referred 
the gt)vemor's communication in relation to the cor- 
pespondence of the British and Foreign Anti*Slavery 
Society with Jonathan Walker, with the accompany- 
ing papers, beg leave to report : 

That they regard the right of defining crimes and 
passing laws to prevent or punish such crimes, as 
amongst the clearest and most valuable rights of a free 
I^op)^, and the interference of foreign states with the 
eieercise of that right, as insulting and unwammtai^le 
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and that It should b^ repelled proorfptly &ikI isdig»r 
Dantly. 

This principle, so undeiliable in the abstract, ac- 
quires additional interest and importance from the cir* 
cumstances of the particular case to which the duty of 
the committee has directed its attention. It can no- 
l«nger be delnied that systematic and powerful influ* 
enees are at work throughout a large portion of £u<' 
nope wid many parts of our own country, the direct' 
tendency of which us to impair our rights of property, 
and t6 involve ourselves and the unconscious objects 
of this fiedse philanthropy in one common ruin. A. 
vieiotts faitoticism, clothed in the garb of religion, is 
prdwliilg around our borders, and by means of its more- 
nsekless and abandoned instruments, mvading ofxt m» 
most sanctuaries, whose direct purposes, scarcely ooih*. 
cealedi ar49 t6 deluge our very heartlHBtmiea in 't>lood, 
^and to relit aoidtar to its false principles upon the 
ruin of all that is precious to us as freemen and dear 
to ua as men. 

The most sanguine and fiftbearii^ wmoBgei ts iftost 
long since have been painfully convinced of the exists 
cftioe of this unfriendly feeUng towards us amotig 
seme of our own coimti^itoni and the pdUic mind 
Aroug^uc the whole of Uie Southern States hAs been 
roused to a state of distrust and watchfulness, whkk 
augurs ill for that haroKHiy which is bec<nniiig be* 
tween members of the same great family. The South 
has no cause lor self-reproach, growing out of thia 
feelk^ of ^trangement. Their position has heen. 
eminefnlly that of self^efenoe ; and they are prompted 
to ttnintain that position by every eoosideratiaii of 
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4tt6]r and of self-interest. They would be recreant to 

..diemselTes, and unworthy of the rank which they hdd 

tUB^ng the natiima, if they were to falter in the aaeer- 

•'tion of their rights and tiieir resistance of this foul 

injustice. 

In the unhaK*y dissensions which have grown up 
between ourselves and our countrymen of the North, 
there are) however, considerations pionipting us to still 
longer forbearance. It is not easy to forget that we 
■ am brothers, enjoy^ the same great heritage of lib- 
erty which was purchased by the blood of our common 
.siies. We iire reluctant to let go our confidence in 
the returning a&xse of justice of those who are bound 
. Id us by such, endearing ties, and we will not willingly 
dissever from our soil the Uood-honored fields of Le:s- 
Migton , of Bunker Hill, and of Saratoga— we will " sufier 
long and be kind " — ^will bear numy things, hc^ many 
things, and endure, many things. And we dp this the 
more readily because there is no hesitation, amoi^ 
us as to the limits of this endurance* Among the 
.nuUions of bosoms that are thrpbbipg under ^ sense of • 
the injiury and outrage which have been so wantonly 
.inflicted upon us by our Northern brethren, though 
therp are niany that plead for longer forbearance and 
forgiveness, there ia probably not one that does not 
feel diat there is a point l)eyond which forbearance 
would be ruin and dishonor — there is not one that 
would not unhesitatingly fling to the wind$ all the 
(Cherished recollections of the past, and all the exujlting 
hopes of the future, rather than bow down in slavish 
.-abetment to the denuinds of those who seek to sacii* 
,£ce us upon the shrine of their imhdiy fiKnata^iam* 
8* 
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BiO^^ fe^lingi which thus prompt tisto (btbcuf^ 
tmd^ the injuries done to us hj the aiM>lid«n inoeA- 
liianeB df the North, te&ch no such foihesraiioe towards 
the foreigpn incendiaries, who intermeddle with our 
domestic institutions, and seek to interfere with the 
leu^ministratioii of our kws. We regaid their ledse 
and intrusite philanthropy with unmingled resentment, 
and it becomes us to resist at once, and in the most 
«freetuid manner, all &eir efforts to control us in 
-oar internal police. The committee peg^ that tke 
lonly means which are within our reach to counteract 
their hostilB deaigns, and to mTert danger from our- 
aelireB, eenedst of increased penalties for the vioktieli 
<if our laws, and in stricter police armngements in 
-i^egaiid to the -negro populatieti. It isle be regretted 
ilhat the punishment for such flagrant <»wies should 
"ftU rather upon the less responsible agent, who is 
itidubed by a desire of gain or by an ignorant Ihnati- 
^iMft to come among us on his unholy crusade, than 
t)ti the more wicked and intelligent felon, who plots 
his cowardly schemes of mischief in the security of a 
tbrfeigtt country and still more is it to be rcgreWefl 
4hat We are constiained, in selMefene^e, to cut off some 
<(if^thoBe indulgences to our Slaves, which has mafc 
'dieir si<taMion hitherto one of happy contentedness. 
" (But the responftibiHty is not with us. Heavy is the 
JKccotrntability of ^ Abolitionists, both in Europe and 
tat the NoHh, not so much for the happiness and har- 
mony of a great nation, which he has disturbed and 
1»rilled by his ignomnt and wicked intermeddling 
-wMi liie -aigairs of which he Imows but 'little, as fdr 
the new burdens wl:^ ^he hae imposed <m the «lavei 
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^gradual amelioratioD and icaproTement of his CQu4i- 
tion. 

Self-protection is the primary law, Aad we shall 
stand justified, in the eyes of God and of n^an, in 
defending ourselves from unjust aggxeasions, though 
the means of safety jsaay bring punishment and saSSst" 
ing where it is not most deserved. 

The crime of negro*stealing has heretofore bee^ 
punished by our law^s with exceeding leniency, and in 
the very sitriking case to which the attentipn of the 
committee is now directed, where the ofienoe was 
flagrant, and the evidence ccncluaive, the punishmei»t 
of the guilty nan was so slight as to prove thai, hi^ee- 
.tofore, in punish ing this crime, we haive not in any 
degree been moved by undue resentment, ii^acefor- 
fWard we are oompelled to regard negTO'^eaUof , by the 
.instruments of the abolitioni$tfib as a crime of a di&r- 
.ent chaiacter. It is «o loniper a onefe lavcdnyi hut a 
species of treason against the State*-*-« dif^et fl^naiilt 
lyKm th^ very -existemce .of om ipstitutiens* The 
tnagrO'4teider, too, is now armed with mw powesi^; 
Jie is upheld, encouraged, €uded, ajod ftlmoat oHionia^ 
^y men in high places, whose commendali<mimd sym- 
•jiadiy inspire new vigor and fresh p^rsevesanse. Thie 
fthief is taught to regard himself as an 4^nt in tb9 
Jiand of Providence, and he encounters dw)ger with 
.the spirit of a martyr. Slight pumshm^ftts will not 
4eter him from renewed ofiences; for be is taii^ghtito 
A)eUeve that his sufierings excite the symjpaibi«Ba<im4 
Jbcing down upon his head the Usssings md the ; 
jfiira-of the Christian world. 
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In obefience, then, to the rule whidi requites duU 
' the puaishment of an ofl^ce should be commensurale 
with the difficulty of preventing it, as well as its enor- 
mity, the committee feel constrained to recommend 
that the crime of negro*8tealing, and of aiding and 
abetting negro-stealing, be made punishable here- 
after by death. They make this recommendation 
not lightly, but with a deep and impressive sense of 
the responsibility which they assume ; but they feel 
that the responsibility, in its heaviest extent, rests 
elsewhere. They believe-that such a law is necessary 
to the safety of the country in the new aspect in whidi 
ihis crime must now be regarded ; and if blood be the 
penalty which the negro-stealer has to pay for his 
erime, it will be upon the skirts of those whose excite- 
' ments and applause have driven him to his doom. 

As there is a Ull now before the Senate making 
-nagio^tealing punishable with death, the committee 
content themselves on this head with earnestly recom- 
mending its enactment into a law. 

Some of the circumstances developed in this case of 
Jfonathan Walker have satisfied the committee that 
there are evil-disposed persons amongst us who per-' 
mit themselves to be made channels of intercourse 
between the convicted felons in our prisons and their 
accomplices abroad, and in other ways lend thenr aid 
to the dissemination of unsound and dangerous doc* 
trines on the subject of slavery. Towards such offend- 
ers the law should be unsparing in its penalties. To 
'pvtiiish such 6f this class as are found among us with 
"Dtffiisie&t severity, and exclude those who may be offi* 
ciously intruded upon us, its most solemn sanction 
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slioitld be invoked ; but the eommktee apprehend that 
while we remain in a territorial government some, 
embarrassment might arise in the en|brc«ment of 
police laws adequate in their rigor to the suppression 
of the mischief; and as we are about to assume, under 
the blessing of God, the privileges and the powers of 
a free sovereign State, the committee recommend 
that this subject, together with that of new police regu* 
lations, with regard to the slaves themselves, be post* 
poned till the meeting of the first Ge^neral Assembly 
of the State of Florida and they earnestly invoke its 
serious attention to the iB^ole subject, in aU its rela^ 
tions and bearings. 

The committee, having considered all the snfajed* 
lefon^ed to l^m, beg to be dkcharged from ibeir £iff-» 
^€fr comideratioQ. 

Walker Akdebsom, 

L Feeoubon, Jr., 

The reader has already seen that I kav^e tepevtedly 
been stigmatized with the epithet of ** slave«*8tealer ;^ 
io which charge I did, and do still plead not ginhy*-^ 
although punished for that oflfence ; neither was it 
ever my intention to commit it, and God foriaid it ever 
should be. 

Have not the fathers of our nation proclaimed to t3ie 
World, by the declaration of independence, that " idl 
men are born fi-ee and equal f^* and that they **Kn 
fepdowed by their creator*^ •* with an inalienal^e rigirt 
to 2i^, liberty, and the purswft of happinm ?" And 
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k peaceably assisting those who hove been robbed ci 
these rightSi without in any way infringing upon the- 
rights of others, slave-stealing ? Was the benoTolent 
and humane conduct of the Samaritan, in assisting 
the man, who had fallen among thieves and was rob* 
bed, to get to the inn where he could be provided for, 
dealing? Is practising on that invaluaUe rule, of 
doing to others as we would they should do unto us 
under sim&ir circumstances— enjoined upon all Chrii^ 
tians, by Jbstts Christ himself— slave-stealing ? 

As to my infringing upon any man's rights, or ties* 
passing upon any man's property, I deny it in toto* 
Neither Byrd C. Willis, George Willis, nor Robert C 
Saldwell had any more right to Anthony Cattet, 
Giiaries Johnson, or Silas Scott, than I or any other per* 
son had ; nor did they ever have a ri^ht to those men. 
Under Ood, they had a right to themselves, which they 
had never forfeited; and those who claim them at 
property or chattels, assume authority over the 
AxMiBwnt OvsATOR of all things. 

Much has been said about invading the rights of 
the skve-h(^der, by opposing the system of slavery. 
As to any of the honestly gained property of the 
slave-holder, or any one else, 1 have nothing to say ; but 
I deny that he has any right or just clahn to his fellow- 
beings, without their forfeiture or consent, in the shape 
of property or chattels ;— one American-born citizen 
being the property of another American-born citizen 
is ridiculous in the highest degree, and repugnant to 
every true republican and Christian feeling, and should 
never be countenanced for a moment by any one hav* 
fang the least idea of liberty or equal rights. All that can 
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'te said in iWvor of Amcnrican slavery can be said in 
'Support of robbery or piracy, 

I know that many are ready to say, they are guar- 
antied to their holders hy the laws of this govern- 
ment, and so are held by right. But neither this 
goremment nor these States have the right to guar- 
anty one part of the home-bom citizens to become the 
property of another part, nor to delegate the inherent 
rights and liberties of one portion to the absolute con- 
trol and disposal of another portion. From whence 
do rights proceed? I repeat again that they never had 
such rights. 

What the slave-holder calls his right of property in 
koman beings, consists of the slave's wrongs ; handed 
over from the inhuman kidnapper, who stole his human 
prey> and traiisferred it to die human flesh-buyer; 
vnd how many such flagrant wrongs does it take to 
aiake one reasonable rig^t ? 

If therer be a just God, to whom man is accountable, 
what is our hope for the perpetrators of these repeated 
wrongs, when they shall have passed on through life 
down to the oppressor's grave ? 

" But what beyond that goal may b»— 
What portion in eternity, 
For those who oppress to gain their wtalfh, 
And die without a hope in death 1 
I know not-— and I dare not think ; 
Awhile I shudder o'er the brink 
Of that unfiithomable deep, 
In which hsaTen's secret jiuigments sleep.*' 

"Your riches are corrupted, and your garments 
are moth-eaten ; your gold and silver is cankered, 
and the rust of them shall be a witness against yoU| 
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«nd shall eat your fletk as it were fire." -^^ Ye 
have lived in pleasure on ^e earth, and been waat<m; 
ye have nourished your hearts, as in a day of slai^h- 
tor ; ye have condemned and killed the just^ — and hf 
did not resist you." 

" Semember that in thy lifetime thou hast received 
thy good things," &c. Luke x?L 25, 

No community, society, sect, creed, or any persons 
.or individuals, are accountable for, or chargeable with 
my opinions or conduct, with respect to the system of 
slavery^ — ^I alone am responsible ; and, as I trust, under 
the influence of the spirit of God. If I have erred 
through the weakness of human judgment, then be the 
ipfifence mine, and the mercy-seat my resort for pjurdoo. 
To those who charge me with having by over-zeal gofie 
toe far in aid of suffering hotnanity, I would say, kt 
Xfeone ^thier be charged with partieipating in whet hm 
taken place in my case — I will bear the blame abiM» 
. Be it knovi^ to all people, that I made Ae bargain, 
9$entraol| or agreement with any of those persons for 
any fe^umy remuneration for the aid afid ^sfwm 
which I devoted to their eeci^;)e from bondage, odMir 
than this : that I remarked to one or two of the men, 
that if they succeeded in getting where they could be 
free, and w^eumulate something &r themselves, they 
might give me what they feh able or disj^sed to, in 
payment of the eiscpense of their passage, as it might 
suit their convenience or circumstances ; and when 
we arrived at New Providence, th«y w^ould be at liberty 
to go where they pleased, or remain there; 

I am aware that many iainocent and well<li^8e4 
persons have sufiere4 under (the tongue of slander and 
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salumiay on my account, and that my case has been 
misrepresented and made a hobby-horse to ride into 
the anti-slavery ranks, and vilify the true philanthro- 
pists. 

Since my return I have been credibly informed that 
«ome persons in my vicinity, in Massachusetts, have 
attempted to promulgate the belief that some of those 
warm-hearted friends in Harwich, who have endea- 
vored to afford me such aid as was in their power, 
were interested in the transaction, and were expecting 
to reap some pecuniary benefit therefrom. But I wish 
it to be distinctly understood, that no one but myself 
and those who were with me in the boat, had any 
knowledge of the undertaking; and I never gave the 
hint to any other person. 

Some -editorials of the fiamstabie (Massachusetts) 
^Piatriot have gone forUi, to prejudice the people's minds 
•against ^every reasonable measure calculated to aid the 
abolition of slavery, and lo cheri^ a pro-slavery feeling, 
knUk a most uni^ial and unchristian spirit. I lament 
the depravity and lack of dignity which seem to 
preside over the genius of its editor. 

Let those who sport wifli the good feelings of 
others, and ridicule the efforts which are made to 
rescue the oppressed from the hands of the oppressor, 
rfemember, that they, too, are accountable for the part 
th^y act, and for the influence, they attempt to dissemin- 
ate. Let diem not build t|ieir hopes of the decline of 
thfe anti-slavery cause upon my failing to accomplish 
my undertUifig; in aidibg a few individuals to obtain 
some' of their rights ; for I doubt not btit it will event* 
usJly }» the cause of awakening many sleepers to 
9 7 
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look upon the hideous monster, slavery* in its natural 
and true form ; and may God grant that diis nation 
may soon have right views and right feelings in regard 
to this corroding system, which is eating up its vitals, 
and threatening speedy distraction and destruction 
through the land, unless an overruling and benignant 
Providence should ward off the blow, and spare us 
from our just deserts. 

It seems to have been a matter of wonder to many 
here at the north, to know what I expected to gain by 
aiding those slaves to escape from their masters. In 
reply, I wUl also ask what did the good Samaritan expect 
to gain by helping the man who had fallen among 
thieves, and was robbed and wounded, to a place of 
refuge and health ? 

In Pensacola, and in die south generally, I believe 
there is but one opinion in regard to my motive — ^that 
it was to aid the slaves in obtaining their freedom* 
because I considered it their right. 

The following is the bill of costs, brought againat 
me by the territory of Florida : — 

[Copy.] 
Tbebitobt of Florida \ Ahdticting Seven Slava* 
vs. > Verdict, 

Jonathan Walker. ) Guilty. 

Cost of Court, and fines in seven suits, • • 
Paid Witness from Key West, .... 

" do. R. C. Caldwell, . . . 

" do. R.C. Caldwell,. . . 

" Deputy for travelling to navy-yard, to 
arrest, • . ^ . 

Carried forward, ..... 9358 06 



$291 05 

57 75 

3 75 

S50 

300 
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Brought forward, $358 05 

Piud Lock for Jail. 87 J 

" Blacksmith, repairing Jail, Sec* . . 9 13 
" D. Qaind, for guarding Jail, . . 87 50 
" City of Pensacola for use of Jail, . 25 00 
" City Jailer, for board up to May 23rG, 

1845 115 50 



(Signed) 



$596 05| 
£. DoftB) 

U. 8. Mar Ml. 
RscBnrBD, Pensacola, 20th May, 1845, of C C« 
Keyser, Esq., Five hundred ninety-six 5-100 dollars 
in full for the abore bill of cost. 

(Signed) Ebbk. Dobb, 

U. 8. Marshal for West ftorkk. 
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REMARKS. 

''^ Cky of Pensacola, to use of JaU, $25." This ta 
me, I confess, is rather a singular charge to bring 
against a prisoner. 

" City marshal's bill for board," was at the ra^e of 
d7| cents per day ; but a small part of which was 
expended for me, as I was under the necessity of 
using about forty dollars, to provide myself with food, 
which consisted mostly of bread and molasses. 

" Cost of court and fines, in seven suits, $291 05." 

The fines were one hundred and sixty-five dollars, 
and tbe cost of court ponsisted of the district attorney's, 
marshal's and clerk's fees, and the evidence before thee 
grand jury. 

There were other charges in the casein and I sup- 
pose they were brought agi&inst the United States ; 
and the whole cost and expense would have been 
charged to the United States, if my friends had not 
paid it, in order to my release. 

It may not be improper to remark here that I had 
no witness, nor asked for any ; and those whose fees 
are charged in the bill are — Richard Roberts, of Key 
West, master of the vessel that took me, near Cape 
Florida, and the other, Robert C. Caldwell, who 
claimed to be an owner of three of the slaves that left 
Pensacola in my boat. These were summoned by 
die prosecution to testify against me. 

The charge for guarding the jail, $87 50, is a 
mooted point with me ; at one time I was told that 
it was guarded to prevent people without from molest- 
ing me, .and at another time, that it was guarded to 
prevent my escape from prison ; but I think, probablyi 
more to make a show than anything else. 
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' ** Blacksmith^ — ^repairing jail, &c. 89 13.*^ 

A' slave man come to jail one day, and worked on 
the doors about ttto hours, and fastened a piece of 
Iron athwart an aperture in the door, through which I 
had been in the habit of receiving my food ; and I do 
not know what the " &c." is for, except for riveting 
the irons on my leg, and making the branding iron. 
The lock was not usfed on or about the jail. 



Since my return home, I have often heard the 
expressions used, " We never expected to see you 
here again ;" and " How is it that they let you come 
so sooii ?" My answer is this : — Although what they 
term the laws of Florida could have been executed 
with greater severity, and I subjected to more cost 
and longer imprisonment, yet there was a strong 
abhorrence on the part of die citizens of Pensacola, 
generally, to any further infliction of punishment ; and 
^any were opposed to its execution thus far. Dur- 
ing my residence in Pensacola, I had formed an 
icqnaintands with most of the |Jeople of that place, 
and was on social and firiendly terms with all ,* never 
having any difficulty ot misunderstanding with any. 

Another reason is, — ^that there was, as I believe I 
hiive before stated, but one opinion as to the motives 
which induced me to commit the act for which I wfts 
Called to suffer ; — all seeing that I was acting upon 
the principle which I believed to be true, just and 
right — ^that '* Ood has made of one blood all nations 
of men to dwell on the fhce of the whole e*rth,** and 
^'that all men are bom free and equal,*^ and al^e Otttl* 
9* 
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Ued to the eaiae rights»by thelawi of Gh>d and, mVan 
All the people saw that I was not ihfloeoced bj p^cu- 
l^iary considerations, and that I had no intention ^ 
trespass or fxaud upon the rights or property of an j 
one. 

Tl^ere was less indignant feeling towards me on 
another account. A large part of the inhabitants 
were Creoles, (descendants of French aAd Spuiish 
parents,) and not generally so irresistibly devoted to 
the system of slavery as the American-bom and bred 
citizens were ; and this Creole population manifested 
mcHre sympathy for me than the rest of the community 
did. 

, There has also been much inquiry of me in regard 
to the doings of Thomas M. Blunt* who was employed 
in New York to manage my defence at the November 
.Court, in Pensacola,^-or to take an appeal Jo the 
United States Supreme Court, and have the case pm- 
«ented there. I have not attempted to givQ any accounit 
.pf him, other than noting his visits to me at the prison 
:in Pecember last; feeling that his being sent was 
nearly the greatest insult that friends at t)ie north 
coul4 impose on me. 

I was sufficiently well acquainted with the maOi 
and his course of behavior and conduct, for seven 
,or eight years and knew him to be void of any good 
principle, and pro-slavery to the back-bone; bred 
rand practised in the hot'^bed of that soul-destroy- 
ing eystem, which is one of the greatest scourges 
Arrayed against the well-being and h^fi^ess of maI^ 
laiKl pnaof the highest insults against the authori^ 
j^fd^ government of God, who has provided ample 
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jSfi^ &r the happiness and welfiqr^.of ^ jgrat^ 
^umw family. Thomas M. Blvmt wa» aWa l^oh^ 
ytfQii Vy the iz^bitants there as a vpry cQrp]ptti]ai]ii4e4 
^1^, and a base and common swindler* 

The first knowledge I had of his haying anything 
if} do with my case, .was the 2nd of Deq^p^be^ 
last,, eighteen days after I had my trial. He th^j^ 
called at the prison, and talked with me a few minutaa 
through the window, without offering to come in* H# 
stated to me that he had seen Amos B. Merrill befoif 
Jbe left New York, and he got him to attend ^ my 
jpase ; but in consequence of the high (!) ^ low (i) 
stage of the water in some of the rivers near there^ 
he was prevented from being in the place in time tQ 
attend to my triaL He had then been in the place 
twelve or thirteen days, and said be bad told peoplf 
ibece, that Jie was paid two hundred disdlais tq mun^gf 
iToy case« and that my friends wished to take an i^^p^ 
to the Sm^eme Court of tb« United Statom, and W9Qite4 
j^ Iqi9W if I would oonsen^tQ.an a|9^. ^ t toklJm 
that I would, in cas^.I cQi^ ,^ ))9M\9n%imii.n^ 
be subjected to illegal treatment. He said he would 
try to get an appeal on the case. He wanted to know 
what the expense amounted to ; I told him that I had 
not yet been able to ascertain what it was. He left me, 
and, after a few days, called again ; when I gave him 
a schedule of the charges then against me, which had 
been handed me a day or two before by the marshal, 
the amount of which was $421 45. i informed 
him that the " fine, $150," could be paid in Territorial 
scrip, which could be bought at a large discount, 
and that a sum of less than four hundred dollars would 
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be snfllcient to effect my release. I asked him if ha 
eoaid not make some arrangement to satisfy the 
demand, so that I might leave the place. He said 
that he was going to the next county, where he had 
some money owing him, and if he could get that, he 
Would release me ; but that he could not get an apped 
on the ease, for the bail would be so high that it could 
not be given. He handed me a paper in which was 
enclosed a letter, and resolution from the British and 
Foreign Anti-Slavery Society, and left, until the 25th, 
when h'e called again, and said he was then going to 
New York, and would stir up my friends about the 
matter, and urge them to have the means necessary to 
my release forthcoming. 

This is the substance of my positive knowledge of 
the doings of Thomas M. Blunt, in regard to my case ; 
but since my return, I have been informed that he 
received from a committee, who had been acting in the 
ease, seven hundred and fifty dollars, which had been 
subscribed to provide me with counsel, and my fkmily 
wkb such aid as they might need. 
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Isr writuig the fiist editioa of my Dl^rmdv€)^^l1d^ 
fomewhat unfavoraUe cirenmstances, I seemed (Q pa9 
over some things a little too briefly; and amisoxoe* 
times :a3k«d» by those who haye reml npQT boofc ithe; fol- 
Jowing cjuestions : , . ,. ^ 

What became ef the slaves whey attempt |q ^qUaM 
their freedom by my assistance? and how, (HFii^-whlVl 
inaniwr» I left Florida ? ; ' 

. Under page 16 I mentioned that they yi^^ .9^iH 
from Key West to Pensacola^ in t}ie sloop {tefioDix^^M 
jiage 24^ that they had arrivedi and HpfUTof ^Jm^M^S^ 
Ipdg^jd in jail near me. . The othey du^^e. wiureOT>.tfi 
their ^yeral; p^ces. pf kb^ aga^ ii^it^i^ h^v9% 
guijushed. Tl^eir nai»es were SiUstan^^Ii^^^.Seot^U 
(bi:»thei:s^) and Mos^ Johnson ; the|8^ w^i€ic}ahx)ed ^ 
Eob^rt C. CaldMrell, an officer in> the IX..^,. navjn M 
mentioned page 66. $6.25 were. exUnrted itovok ' pi^ im 
the name of the United States ! and paid 1^ him £n9 
giving testimony in court ag^nstmoi [Seei^pv99.] 

Three of the four slaves that w^reipuA iap^seai 
were named Charles, Phillip; and liooo^id Jobasoiirf 
They, a^d Moses, above ncLm^jWore broftfeera^ and 
claimed as the property of Ge^rgei WjlUa}. Th^. name; 
of the other was Anthony Cotlet^-rrclaimed ty J^^ri 
(X Willis. These four were kept in pdsi^ frcpP^ Myi 
38th to, AuguS(t 8th, when they were taken 9v^ a^ 
sent to their unpaid toil again, after havij^ h^^ 
severely polished) as n^enljioned pogq fi^ Q^Wl 
Willis was quite a large i^vehotdc^r. ti^ hmi ^mSiif^ 
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the habh of hiring many of them to the United States 
to work at the forts and navy-yard, for whose services 
he had been paid large sums by the government ; and 
had been himself for several years employed as a 
United States hangman for West Florida, as mentioned 
page 66. 

Byrd C. Willis lived in Virginia ; was a relation of 
Creorge Willis ; and the slave claimed by him was in 
charge of George Willis, and shared the same fate of 
the others. 

The manner of my discharge, and leaving Pensa- 
cola, was in substance as follows. It will be remem- 
bered, that after my last trial I was detained in prison 
for the want of means to pay the cost and fines, untQ 
a riiort time before I left ; when a draft was forward- 
ed to a merchant at F^nsacola, covering the sum 
neceteary to effect my release, from an old and true 
frrend. The merchant, immediately on the reception 
ef the draft, ^sailed at the prison and acquainted me 
Mth the fact ; and read to me a letter of instructions 
to^hini touching my case. 

As there was no opportunity of getting a passage 
^^rect to ^ the north from that place, I was under the 
necessity of remaining there upwards of two weeks 
longer; Vfhen an opportunity offered, and I took pas- 
sage on board the brig Lowellen, of Boston, for New 
York, where we arrived on the 10th of July. I was 
released from prison on the 16th of June, went imme- 
diately on board the brig, and sailed the next day. I 
had an opportunity to speak with but few persons of 
the jdftce after I left the prison, and they all treated me 
tritb entire civility and respect 
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Soon after my retorn to Massachusetts^ Ae feUew- 
ing stirring lines appeared, from the pen of John G. 
Whittier, the poetical friend at Amesbury, Mass. 
And by special request of many, and in compliment to 
the author, I place them here in my book. 

THE BRANDED HAND. i 

Welcome borne a^in, brare seaman ! with thy thoaffhtful bfow and graj, 
And the old heroic spirit of our earlier, better day— 
With that front of calm endurance, on whose steady nerre, bi ralti 
1 the iron of the prison, smote the fiery shafts of pain t 



Is the tjrrant's brand upon thee? Did the brutal cravens aim 
To make God's truth thy falsehood, His holiest work thy shame f 
When, all blood-quenched, from the torture the iron was withdrawn, 
How laughed their evil 4ngel, the baffled fools to acorn I 

Thejf change to wrong, the duty which God hath written out 
On the great heart of humanity too legible for doubt 1 
- They, the loathsome moral lepers, blotched from foot-sole up to crown, 
Give to shame what God hath given unto honor and renown I 

Why, that brand is highest honor !— than its traces never yet 
Upon old armorial hatchments was a prouder blazon set; 
And thy unborn generations, as they crowd our rocky strand, 
Shall tell with pride the story of their father's bbandsd hamdI 

A* the templar, home was welcomed, bearing back &om l^yrian wan 

The scars of Arab lances, and of Faynim scimetars, 

The pallor of the prison and the shackle's crimaon span, 

'$0 we mfe( thee, so we «reet thee, truest friend of Godand maiii 

Re suflbred for the ransom of the dear Kedeemer's grave, 
• jnbMe for His Hving preaenoe in the bound and bleedinff slave} 
He for a soil no longer by the feet of angels trod, 
Thou for the true Shechinah, the present home of God ! 

foTi while the jurist sitting with the slave-whip o'er him swang, 

Prom the tortured truths of freedom the lie of slavery wrungf 

Afed tha iokmn priest to Ittoloeh, on each God-deeartodihrine, 

Broka the bondman's heart for boMd, poured the bondioan'a bkwd ^ffmi 
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^d 4famed, the wbile, the temple where a pfeaeat Saviour dwell; 
Thou beheld'st llim in the task-field, in the prison shadow* dio^ 

* AoAthj merey to the bondman, H wae mercy unto Him ! 

In thy lone an«l lonf night watches, sky above and ware lielow, 

Thou did'st learfi a higher wisdom than the babUing school-men know; 

God's Stan and silence taught thee as His angels oolj can, 

That, the one, ade mend thing beneath the cope of heaven is BIAN I 

lliat he, who treads proftnely on the scrdls of law and creed. 
In tha depth of Gad's «reat goodness may find mercy in his need; 
But woe to him who crushes the SOUL with chain and rod 
And her^ with lover natures the awful form of God I 

Th«A lift that manly right hand, bold plonghman of the ware f 
Its branded palm shall prophesy, " Saltation to tub Sljlvi i " 
Hdd up its fire-wrought language, that whoso reads may feel 
His heart swell strong within him, his sinews change to steel. 

H(dd tt up before our sunshine, up against our Northern air— 
Ho 1 men of Massachijuetts, for the lore of God look there I 
Tike tt henceforth for your standard— like the Bruce's heart of yors. 
In the daric strife closing round ye, let that hand be seen belbrel 

And the tyrants of the dare land afaaU tremble at thai sign, 
When it points its finger Southward along the Puritan line: 
Woe to the State-gorged leeches, and the church's locust band, 
When they look from slarery*s ramparts on the coming of that hftnd! 

More than twenty years I have had a considerable 
knowledge of American Slavery, and used to think the 
guilt (which is without a parallel) mainly rested on 
the people of the slare States. But a more extended 
knowledge and experience has conviixced me that such 
is not strictly Ae fact. When I take under considera- 
tion the existing circumstances, I am more and more 
compelled to believe that the people of the (so called, 
for in reality I know of none,) free States are mainly 
responsible for the present existence of Amiericaii eh«i- 
fe9 Islfltviery, and its consequences. 
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tt is not natural to expect that those who are Ibom, 
broQght up, and have always lived where slavery is 
Irecognized as laudable, and its trade respectable, an^ 
where the inhabitants have been educated from their 
youth to disregard the rights of others, and trample 
upon, and trifle with the liberties and feelings of those 
who have not the means or ability to contend for their 
rights, — it is not, I say, naturally to be expected that 
they will be the advocates of right. But of those who 
have been placed under widely different circumstances 
we have a right to expect a better state of feeling, and 
a more liberal and humane course of conduct and 
actions toward the destitute and the helpless victims 
of this country^s oppression. But mortifying as it is, 
careful observation Convinces me thai such is not tke 
case, but to a great fextent it is the reverse. 

If any considerable portion of the influential inhabi- 
tants of the (so-called) free states had taken sides with 
freedom, and used their influence and their possessed 
means for the removal of the abomination ten years 
ago, I have no doubt but by this time lilavery would 
have be^n fast dwindling a^vay, ihsteiA of delugingf 
the country in disgraceful, exterminating Wars, to 
enlarge its limits and power to hn alarming extent. 
Bat instead of trying to check and diniinish the gigan- 
tic power of the destroying monster, the church and 
fetite hare combined with their physical and intellec- 
tual, their political and religious influence and power 
to keep down and control the long abtised, oppressed, 
piahdered and outraged objects of their oppression, and 
to pkce etety possible obstacle in the wtcy of the fexK^ 
ttttiSnohin^ friends of the dare, kni iheit efforts to 
10 
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benefit mankind. Yes, when they can do nothing 
more, they resort to low, base and cowardly means ; 
and hesitate not to vilify, slander, and use falsehood 
to prevent the influence of the true friends of human 
rights among those who would be willing to aid in the 
cause, and obtain correct information of the demoral- 
izing, dehumanizing effects of the cursed system. 

Surely the people have been led astray by their 
leaders, and it may be said, as of old, " The prophets 
have prophesied falsely ; by their means the priests 
bear rule, and the people love to have it so." 

The signs of the times to me indicate plainly that 
the time is at hand, when the iniquity of this nation 
and people is to be exposed in its true form, and the 
conflict between slavery and liberty to take place. And 
let me beseech the reader, in the name of God» right 
and HUMANITY, to make a right choice of his or her 
position — ^remembering that this is the most hypocritical 
people and nation on the face of the whole earth — 
professing democracy, and practising slaveocracy; 
professing republicanism, and practising despotism of 
the worst kind ; professing Christianity, and practising 
^e most dangerous infidelity. 

Is it reasonable to suppose that we shaU go un- 
punished? Had we not better heed the true proverb, 
that ** Whatsoever a man soweth that shall he also 
reap ? " We have for our rulers, to whom we are 
giving voluntary support, and with whom we have 
entrusted our rights and the control of this whole 
nation — the fornicator, the adulterer, the kidnapper^ 
sl^ve breeder, the slaveholder, and the human flesh 
^der. These are the leaders and rulers of the peopki 
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•*and many shall follow their pernicious ways; by 
reason of whom the way of truth shall be evil spoken 
of." "And through covetousness shall they with 
feigned words make merchandize of you ; whqi^e judg- 
ment now of a long time lingereth not, and their iaxor 
nation slumbereth not." " Woe unto them that decree 
unrighteous decrees, and that write grievousness which 
they have prescribed ; to turn aside the needy from 
judgment, and to take away the right of the poor, that 
widows may be their prey, and that they may rob the 
fatherless. And what will ye do in the day of visita- 
tion, and in the desolation which shall come from afar I 
to whom will ye flee for help ? and where will ye 
leave your glory ? " 

Remember, kind reader, ** that God has no attribute 
that takes sides with slavery," and may you ever be 
found on the side of the true and the right. 
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APPENDIX. 

Mt mmd has for a long time been strongly impressed 
witk^ fke conviction that a more than ordinary providence 
has attended me thus far through life. The variety of 
fcenes and situations which I have passed through, and 
many a narrow escape from death, cxiuse me greatly to 
wonder that I am yet a spared subject upon God's footstool ; 
and for his great power and preserving care, attended with 
numerous and great mercies towards me, I delight to 
•Gfltnowledge him asmy Grovemor,King, and God, to whom 
bf glory in the highest I In view of the numerous causes 
l|hat have a tendency to shorten firaH man's earthly ezi»> 
t^ioe, Iwill unite with Watts in saying, 

" Strengt that » lum> of ihotuMd atriogf 
Should keep in tune so long f " 

When about fifteen years of age, one sevens oo^4 day, 
while sliding on the ice upon a deep pond, 1 incautiously 
went over a part that was scarcely frozen, broke through and 
went in, and was almost miraculously rescued by the assist- 
ance of another boy about the same age. 

In the year 1817, at the age of eighteen, for twenty odd 
days I was stretched upon a sick couch, in a thatched bam- 
boo* shantee, suffering with, and but scarcely surviving, a 
violent and raging fever, more than eight thousand miles 
ftoTn home, kindred and friends, among strange people and 
of a strange language — ^watched over mostly at night by 
Aiiards — ^innooent little creatures I never wish to forget. 
With what apparent earnestness and anxiety they seemed 
to regard me, as they crept over me and about the walls of 
my humble abode, by the light shining from a clay dish of 
eoooamut oU, with a string one end in the oil and the other 

♦ Large reed that grows in the East Indies. 



Digitized by VaOOQ iC 



APPENDIX. 113 

on the Bide of the dish, lit up as a substitute for a lamp 
Many long, silent and wakeful hours have I observed the 
harmless little reptiles in their movements, while their bright 
and sparkling eyes surveyed me as though they felt a deep 
interest in my case. Their looks and actions were always 
pleasant and agreeable, and aided me in beguiling away the 
long and tedious nights. 

Before I had so far recovered as to be able to prosecute 
any employment, my small purse was exhausted, and I was 
left destitute and dependent upon the kindness of those 
whom I never saw before, and could neither speak their 
language nor they mine ; but a kind Providence interposed, 
and I was soon again in comfortable circumstances. 

Less than one year from that time I was knocked down 
senseless and washed into the lee scuppers, on board of a 
ship lying to in the English channel, in a severe gale, 
while at the pump. A sea struck her midships with great 
violence, staving in much of the bulwarks and carrying with 
it all that was moveable, and me with the rest ; and the 
next thing I knew, I was lying on the cabin floor, and was 
told, that wiien the water had cleared firom the decks, I was 
found crawling out between the lanyards of the lee main 
tigging, and would, if let alone, In a few seconds have been 
overboard, and clear qf the vessel. 

Within a few days of one year from that time, in March^ 
1820, while on a passage from Europe to the United States 
in a brig, I was precipitated from the fore top-sail yard-aj!m 
head-foremost overboard, in a dark night and gale of wind. 
The weather being cold, I had on at that time heavy hoots 
and thick clothing, which greatly obstructed my exertions 
in the water ; and the first thinff I came in contact with 
was the bottom of the vessel, and afler some struggling to 
gain the surface, and before I was sensible of reaching it, I 
caught a rope and seized it with my whole strength, and 
soon found myself raised partly out of water, and the next 
instant plunged under again and dragged forcibly through 
10=* 
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H, ftt a rapid rate. Thms, for three or four minutes, as neu 
as I, can judge, I remained in that situation, hallooing at 
the topi of my voice whenevex my head was above water, 
and was nearly losing my hold when I was seized by the 
captain, mate, and another man, who, with some difficulty, 
succeeded in getting me on board. 

There were two men on the same yard, and a third com- 
ing- up, when I ft'll otf, and neither knew that I had fallen 
off until Ihey had reefed the topsail and come down upon 
deck. Had 1 fallen on the vessel in my headlong position, 
it would have insured instant death. Had I fallen in any 
other position than T did in the water, the concussion would, 
in all probabilily^ have rendered me incapable of immediate 
exeitiou. Had I gained the surface at any other place than 
1 did J there would have been nothing to get hold of, and in 
le&s than one miriute the vessel would have passed away 
from me altogether and forever; for there was no possi- 
hililj of getting to me with vessel or boat at such a time as 
that, if such an attempt should have been thought of. 

T was at Havana in the sickly summer of 1824, when 
the yellow fever was multipljring its victims among for- 
eigners at a fearful rate, and carrying them off with the 
black vomit, while death hoisted his desolating ensign over 
the fleet of shipping that was then in port, and sending its 
cart-loads daily of European and American citizens and 
seamen out of the city, and from on ship-board, to their lasl 
earthly abode, no more to return to the social circle and 
their active vocations, in which they had acted their part ; 
but leavmg gloom and despair in the countenances of maaj 
a gallant crew. In some cases there were not men enough 
left to pass their sleeping shipmate over the vessel's side into 
the waterman's boat, to be transferred to the dead-cart. 

I too was singled out, and prostrated by that scou]:ge of 
liumanity, but after five days of severe conflict, the pale 
horse and his rider passed by, and permitted mercy tp 
attend, and nature to revive again, contrary to humaa 
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^iSSfifitx;^ ; far I knpw not the aecoiid one that could saj 
th;U he was ceacued fjcom the clutches of the fell destroyer. 

I will hrie^y notice one more circumstance of my life, 
and then would gladly he^e them all, with many other 
transactions, forever erased from my mind, were it not that 
I can see something in them that looks like the goodness of 
God in his merciful dealings with rehellious dust, and that 
elevates my grateful feelings to him, '* for his wonderful 
works to the children of men." 

In the fore part of the year 183d, I had some correspon- 
dence with the late Benjamin Lunday, then residing in 
Philadelphia^ That eminent philanthropist had previously 
traveUed and spent a considerable time in Mexico, and had 
obOuned a grawt to settle a colony in the northern part of 
the province of Taj^auli{>a8, on very liberal terms, and I 
had a mind to fivor the scheme to the best of my ability* 
and began to look that way for my earthly home ; but 
thought it best to see the promised land be^re adopting it as 
my local restipg-plaoe with my family. In order to do so, 
I lefl New Bedford, Massachusetts, in the following No- 
Y^mber» in a vessel of twelve tons, if so smajl a craft may 
be, called a veasel. Our number was threje ; myself and 
ffin, of the. a^e of twelve yeais, and anothp^ youpg iBan« 
a mechanic^ 

We had a long and rou^ pas^cand encountered H^o 
gales before we reaohed Mejueo. When we arrived at 
Matamoras I found the country in a very unsettled state^ 
and strong and groipdng prejudices were arrayed against cit- 
izens of the United States, on account of the war that was 
then raging between Mexico and her rebellious Texas, car- 
ried on mainly by assistance from the United States, t 
rejvained there some time expecting to be joined by others* 
but none appeared ; they were prevenied doubtlesa by tho 
>?ar., 

, I wa% chartered by mercantile houses in Matam(»a8 to 
jwv wvewl tnps between that pla<» aj^id New Orleans, asi % 
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courier to carry letters for them on meroantOe bo ain ea t . 
Ketoming on my last trip, we got ashore on the coast, and 
in the act of getting off, we were attacked by a gang of 
robbers. My young friend, R. Marble, attempted to escape 
by flight, hot was pursued by two of the armed assassins, 
and I saw him no more. My son plunged into the surf and 
swam to sea. They fired at me, and I 'received two of their 
musket balls, and made supplication for mercy, but they soon 
convinced me, by attempting to use a pistol and their knires 
upon me, that if I looked to them for quarter, I looked in 
vain. My only chance to escape immediate death, was to 
follow if possible the example of my son, and while they 
were making the attempt to despatch me, I succeeded in 
gaining the surf, and joined my son in the offing. We 
found it necessary to divest ourselves of what clothing we 
had on, to enable us to exercise ourselves with more activity 
and ease. 

And new let the reader imagine our situation. On one 
side was the shore guarded by the robbers ready to batcher 
us if we landed, and on the other si4e was the whole bay 
of Mexico ; and myself deprived of the use of one hand by 
a bullet, being shot through the wrist joint. Hie blood 
Ooring freely from that and another bidlet-wound in the 
abdomen, was well suited to invite a greedy shark to finish 
the work of his two-legged brothers on shore. 

From whence now could we look for aid or hope, but to 
God, the only sure source and fountain of hope and safety, 
in times of need and danger ? And thither did we look, and 
not in vain ; for, by divine assistance, we were enabled to 
keep our heads above water until the darkness of night 
afforded us an opportunity to elude their vigilance, and land 
at some distance from the place where we first swam. We 
carefrilly surveyed the shore, before landing, to see that we 
were not observed by any of the banditti, and took the 
direction of the shore toward the nearest ii^bited place I 
knew of, in search of aid and protection. It was nearly 
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tfmrdown when we were attacked, and I think we were in 
the water something over one hour. Afler travelling that 
night and the greater part of the next day, sufferingseverely 
from pain, raging thirst, weakness hy loss of blood, and the 
h^at of a burning sun acting upon our naked bodies, — [if 
memory serves, this circumstance took place on the 6th of 
June, 1836, in the latitude of 36® North,]--on the after- 
noon of the 7th, we presented our miserable and almost 
exhausted persons at a Hancho, (small village,) at the 
mouth of the Rio d^ Norte, where we found aid and hos- 
pitable treatment from its poor inhabitaBts, for which we 
were very grateful. 

Thus we were thrown upon the charity of strangers more 
than two thousand miles from home, entirely naked, and 
pennyless, myself severely wounded and in a very delicate 
9tate of healUi. The distance we had travelled was estir 
mated by the inhabitants at forty miles, and we were unabl& 
ta procure any fresh water during the whole distance. I 
\ **« frequently compelled to lie down, being overcome wit]]^ 
thir iind pain. The wound in the wrist continued to blee j, 
upwards of fifteen hours, and ceuld only be stanched by 
l^eping the wound higher than the shoulder,, and in order 
to do that I was obliged to hold it up with the other hand.; 
I am of the opinion that I lost but very little, if any, short 
of four quarts of blood before it stopped ; and before reaching 
the Rancho, I was reeling and staggering like a drunken 
person, and could with difficulty make any progress. 

The last fecial circumstance or transaction which J have 
encountered, has been related in the preceding narrative. 
Except the foregoing, I do not suppose that I have expe* 
rienced anything more or stranger than thousands of others^ 
who^ like myself, have passed upwards of ten years of their 
lives on the salt blue sea, and gone among as many difierent 
nations ; inhaling the atmosphere of each quarter of th^ 
globe; sometimes shivering with Russia's cold piercing 
windi in her ice-bo^nd seas, and anon wilting under a 
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buniing vertical sun ; whilst gliding through the torrid 
zono, gently moved ^long by the refreshing breeze that 
always blows one way ; and at other times scarcely able 
to turn the weather-beaten face to the furious howling blasts, 
while my habitation majestically mounted the lofty ware 
which it had hove up, — the next instant rushing down its 
declivity with the rapidity of thought, as if bound in haste 
to the nether regions, almost ingulfed between two water 
hills ; tumbling, careening, and again rearing the summit, 
like a thing of life. Then again all is hushed, and the 
troubled ocean exhibits a surface as if it was one sheet of 
polished glass, without a ripple, or any visible object, except 
nqw and then a homeless Mother Gary's chicken, wander- 
ing over the vast expanse of water, as if moved by instinct, 
regardless of its course, or where night may overtake it. 
Thus nature seems to have forgotten her activity, and to 
have fallen -asleep. 

But again the heavens gather blackness ; the smooth, 
lamb-like, uniform appearance of all around, changes its 
aspect, and assumes the leopard's skin, and the tiger's 
nature. Jack's eyes brighten ; he looks at the thickening 
cloud, then at the distant horizon ; he paces the decks with 
hurried steps, glancing an occasional eye at the spread can- 
vass, and begins to talk about tying it up. Old ocean's 
face is again about to suffer agitation, and its infant peaks 
begin to put on their white caps. All now is hurry and bus- 
tle ; the halyards, sheets, clue-lines and gaskets, are put in 
requisition ; the wind whistles through the rigging ; the 
awakened craft rolls up her sea-washed side, and trembles 
like a frightened horse ; the rumbling of the clouds' chariot- 
wheels is heard approaching from the upper regions ; tor- 
rents of cold water descend from their beds above, and the 
busy mariner is immersed without consultation or consent. 
The forked lightnings shoot forth ; and the little floating 
world seems to be wrapped up in a frightful thunder cloud. 
The bold blasphemer feels that the weapons of death are 
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ftuspended over his he^, and shanning those objects most 
likely to attract the liquid fire, he casts off his atheistical 
faith, which can only serve him in Iqbs threatenhig hours, 
when conscience is smothered and deprived of its office. 
But a kind Providence presides, and the heavens assume a 
milder hue ; sail after sail is spread to catch the declining 
hreeze ; and the valiant craft speeds on towards her port of 
destination, regardless of the past. But in due time, the 
delightful sound of Land^ ho! falls from the mast-head; 
joy brightens up each countenance, and imagination stands 
tiptoe. Soon the landward eye surveys the approaching 
hills, forests and fields, that produce food fbr men and 
beasts. Then comes to view a whitened pinnacle-formed 
edifice, fixed on some projecting point or sea-worn rock, to 
warn the watch^- mariner of his danger vdien surrounded 
by the darkness of night. Soon new objects attract the 
attention \ for now are seen the clustered buildings which 
conti^ a complicated multitude with their numerous avoca- 
tions, with here and there a towering steeple of some public 
edifice established for the improvement of the physical, 
mental, or moral faculties of the children of men. 

Some might be led to suppose that the inward-bound 
sailor ^euld there find a recess from his multiplied cares 
and exposed situation, — a refuge from the furious contending 
elements ; but not so ; other and greater dangers and expo- 
sures are here in reserve for those who have escaped the 
perils incident to a sea-faring life. Not the mighty dashing 
billows, nor the swift rushing blasts that pack up the sea 
in heaps and ridges, not the lee iron-bound coasts, nor the 
much dreaded thunder-doud, dealing out His chain-light- 
nings, are half so dangerous as the snares and gins there 
laid to entrap, deceive and destroy those, whose '* heart is 
i^ot fixed on the Lord their God," who ^' openeth the eyes 
of the blind," ** who preserveth the strangers," and " giv- 
^th grace to the humble and contrite ones." 
^ There Beelzebub has' established his active agents, and 
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ftoiished them with a recruiting rohe^ atid instructed them 
to appear in numerous attractive ibrms ; and, at erery 
unguarded place, heave out their baits to induce the lover of 
pleasure and the inexperienced youth to enter and partake 
of their dainties, — the flowing bowl, a pack of cards, the 
jovial song, the merry dance, the gamingtable, — and to min- 
gJe in the social circle of the house that leads to death. 
The end is poverty, degradation, misery, delirium and 
death, with awful forebodings of the future, without one 
cheering ray of hope beyond the grave. Of such exposures 
and of such vicissitudes is a sailor's life made up ; and what 
father would like to place his boy in such a situation 1— or 
What mother would not use ^ all her influence to direct or 
kiduoe her son to seek some other honest or useful employ- 
ment, that would not cause her heart to be wrung by day 
aftd by night, at the thoughts of his exposed condition ?— or 
to breadc at the knowledge of his untimely, sudden, or 
inglorious death, without any adequate preparation for a 
safe landing 

"On ihat Ueft ibora «f endleM joj, 
Where troubles come no more 1 " 

I hope the reader will not charge me with a total depart- 
ure ftom the subject, or with designed inconsistency, if I 
have somewhat digressed from the main course which I 
have attempted to keep, and whose importance demands the 
ablest pens, and the first talents, and the wannest sympa- 
thies of the land, to combat the evils and expose the true 
causes which entail so much shame, sin, and the frnit of 
both, on a laudable calling. For 1 think that next to the 
i^ave, the sailor is thrown most shamefully into the scale of 
depression, wrong, and neglect. Although some efforts 
have been made by many well-disposed persons for the 
improvement of those brave and useful sons of the main, 
yet nothing equal to the importance of the case has come to 
my knowledge. I would not be understood to overlook of 
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lightly esteem the benevolent and humane effbrts that hava 
been put forth by the Seaman's Friend Society, and ptheTS 
favorably disposed toward the amelioration of their condi- 
tion. But so long as the numerous and active schools of 
deception and vice are in ftiU operation, and parents cannot, 
or will not, prevent their children from receiving instruction 
in them, we cannot or should not expect much of a refor- 
mation, or think that we have any reasonable grounds for 
hope of the removal of the evil. 

By personal observation, 1 a;m compelled to believe that 
there is St great obligation and responsibility restbg upon 
parents and guardians, ship-owners and the nation. When 
parents and guardians so far neglect their duty to their 
children and minors, as to induce them to embark on the 
dangerous experiment, by their neglecting to aid them in 
some other pursuit or employment, or drive them: Away by 
improper treatment, they have no right to complain if they 
have to partake of the bitter cup of sorrow and remorse 
themselves, as the natural firuit of their unnatural conduct 
towards those for whom they are, by the laws of nature and 
of God, held accountable. I do not intend to charge the fact 
upon all the parents that have children who follow the seas ; 
neither do I contend that there is anything dishonorable or 
improper necessarily connected with that vocation. But I 
do unhesitatingly, and without the fear of contradiction, say 
that no way of life in the United States places a young man 
in 80 critical a situation as is common to a seafaring life ; or 
one in which he is so likely to make shipwreck of his soul, 
unless guarded by the strongest moral feelings, or merci- 
fhlly dealt with by a kind and overruling Providence, 
liapecially is this true of the United States service. 

I have hinted that ship-owners are the responsible party ; 
but those who can truly plead not guilty to the charge, 
(and X hope and believe there are some, although the num* 
bet is by ^ too small,) are not intended to come under it. 
When l^e owner is about to fit his ship for a voyage, ha 
11 
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b peifeetly aware that she must be manned, in order to 
perform heryoyage. And does he not incur a responsi-f 
bility in regard to the rights and welfare of those who have 
to leave home and friends, the watchful care of parents, and 
the restraints of civilized society, to check them from par- 
ticipating in those vices incident to a sailor's life, intemper- 
ance and profanity, which are the highway to numerous 
other vices? I would ask, if the owner has no other duty or 
obligation resting on him, than to furnish his vessel with 
such master and officers as in his opinion would be likely to 
perform a voyage with the least possible expense, and aid 
him in the accumulation of the greatest number of dollars, 
regardless of all pertaining to the welfare of those he 
employs, whether physically, mentally, or morally ! Will 
he attempt to satisfy his conscience, and say that he has 
done all that he should do for them, when he has paid 
them their small wages, while they have undergone much 
privation and risked their lives for his benefit ? 

The owner, if he chooses, can place his ship, without 
making any sacrifice or incurring any risk, in charge of 
masters and officers who are of temperate habits and humane 
hearts ; «uch as can control themselves, and not allow their 
own passions and outbreaks of improper conduct and lan- 
guage to -disgrace them in the eyes^of the crew, and excite, 
them to disobedience, anger and rebellion. Self-control is 
no small part of the qualification of a master or officer ; and 
by judicious authority, and a reasonable course of correct 
conduct towards the crew, he will insure respect and ready 
obedience on the part of the crew, and bind the cords of 
friendship and, good-will stronger, and excite to a faithful 
discharge of their duty, more than by all the<;ur8es, threats, 
blasphemy, blows, floggings and pistols that could be dis* 
played on a ship's deck. 

Seamen, as well as other people, are in some measura 
creatures of circumstances, and partake much of the cus- 
toms and spirit of those whom they have constant inter* 
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•oime ind bnaineM with. If the master a&d officers do not 
indulge in improper language and conduct themselves, iJiey 
kaye a right, and it is their duty, to insist on the same firom 
the crew, and I doubt not but they would generally be met 
by a response on the part of the crew. *' As iron sharpen- 
eth iron, so a man sharpeneth the countenance of his 
friend." '* As in water face answereth to fiioe, so the 
heart of man to man." 

Another point worthy of serious consideration, and for 
¥rfaieh, owners should be entitled to the censure of erery 
sailor's fidend, Ib ike careless manner in which they ship, or 
have Uieir crews shipped ; which frequently causes much 
And serious damage and difficulty on the voyage. It is 
very common for sailors to go or be carried on board of ves- 
sels, ignorant of the purport of the articles of agreonent 
which ^y have Mgned or others have signed for tiiem ; for 
their consent is, too often given, and their signatures axe 
affixed, while under the influence of intoxicating liquors, or 
instiga(ted by other improper agents, and soon alter they find 
eause to regret it, without the ability to letrad the nm- 
guarded transaction. 

There, is nothing move common than §at sailoiB to be 
-sadly deficient in a knowtedge of the law by which they axe . 
governed, and for the violation of whif^, they fteiqueMlfy 
have to suffer severely. Many sertous occurrendes and dif- 
0e«ltiea have passed under my own observation, both at sea 
and in port, in consequence of their ignorance of the pnrpovt 
of the articles of agreement, and ike law by whi^ they aie 
bound and by which they are to be governed ; and this« con- 
sequently, is the means of constantly fiimifldung jails and 
•prisons vnth inmates, and courts witi^ CTaployment ; wludi 
attempted rem^y oflm proves worse than fbe disease. 
.' How much would it cost to furnish eaeh outward-bound 
;vessel with a copy of so much of the mantime law as 
,Bektes to their dbl%ation and duty, so that each man oonld 
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:JEB«ir to^ hiiiiadf kis Hmits, and shcape hoB oooHBeof emtet 
mid actkme aoeosdhigly ? 

It is not my intention to go into a mimite inye8tig«tioa,«r 
notiee thk aobject here at any length ; but a flense of duty 
to that <da8s of citizens, for whose welfare I £90! veiy solie- 
ilDUB^ tati for whose wrongs much ahhonrence^ induces me 
to si^ thus much. 

The cabin and quarter deck are firequently lit «p by 
kstrwetion^ conyeisatien and reading ; but darkness and 
silence generally hang over the Ibreeastle and main decA, 
except it is broken by notice of some misdemeanor on 
Jack's part. Then, if he speaks, or attempts Jto deliuidhia- 
scdf or his shipnates from violent abuse or blows from 
an intemperate, orerbeanng, fou]*mou&ed captain, he is 
* charged with mutiny, and honre into a distant prison, desti- 
tute and despised, to await the plemnre of the aasaulting 
.party, and to undergo a mock. trial, widi OTarwhehniDg 
ipcegodioeB and powwr taiT87«d agaatst him. While I am 
'wntxag this, a^part of tlw eiews of two brigs are nowinear- 
-asratad wkh ne» as I hanre intimated^ withast any adequate 
means for their defence. 

Thia nation' has incurred disgrace abroad, and ahame and 
s^ih at home, by liie course she has pursued in l^instr«e- 
.tiso«f her sons in the arts of yice and immovalityr by hor 
'Mhools of'sin and degradation. 

'It is a notorioQs fact, that a large p<»tion of Ibose win 
Jserfe on board of a man-of-war, leaye that service in a te 
''Wonei condition than when tiiey joined it, if tbey leave it 
-alive^ How can it be otherwise, when a young man is 
loonfined for years, in a crowd that make the most liberal use 
of i^e most lioenfcioas, blackguard and profane languagia 
that can bespoken ; and rec^ving with hia daily rations the 
'bewitching, destmetive and poisonous draught, whi<^ stim« 
ittlatea and excites the worst passions, and iaflamea the 
Und, iwUla Icaming the ait of killing hisliBBow-BMft «D 
gratify a few avaricious, self-willed, cruel monsters in human 
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rii&fe, who neither fbwGod nor regard the welfiure of men ? 
And if these lesdone do not euffidentiy destroy all the bett 
feelings and dignity of the man, then take him t6 the gang^ 
way and give him two or ^ree doten, in tiew of all his 
associates, on the bare back, with the cat-o'-ntne-4ails, as 
the reward of some misconduct that he hais jnst been trained 
to. He is then qofdified to be anything that a man shonld 
not be, and to participate in the most degrading vice that 
can fall in his way. He is then rigged out with his life 
dipk>ma; stamped with indelible stripes across his back^ 
oiUy to beoblilierated when death shall temore hun from his 
degraded earthly tabernacle ! 

I again repeat, that if thk drilling and^lbstering in the 
ecadle of vioe and tmmondity do not sufficiently d^iase and 
ruin tiie poor victim, it^ will not be for the want of nalioBal 
support and ooontenanoe* 

In the few passing. remarks I have here made,] intend na 
disrespect to seamen generally, though I very much regret 
to say they yield too readily to their own downfall and ruin ;> 
yet I am proud and i»repared' to say, that of all daases oi 
men, none possess more open ox greater hearts th^'do thei 
sailors ; or axe |K> veady to run any risk er m^tke any sacri-*^ 
fiee in aid of th^ soaring fellow-bdngs. To. audi I ai4 
indebted, more than others, for their active and manifest 
sympathies toward me wh^n in prison and in ehains. They 
did not, p» did some other$, es^ to see what kind xtf a look* 
ipg aniofiai an abolitionist was ; but toeee in i^b&t way they: 
could contribute to my comfort, ox ameliorate my oondition ; 
and thcgbr purses were tendered me Giheerfhlly, akhough 
some were entire strangers. Sailors generally, if they haire 
not been spoiled by unreasonable and inhuman treatment, 
by brutal blows and cursing, can be managed under almost 
all circumstances without difficulty. They are the most 
sensible of favors of any people that I have ever had the 
privilege to be among ; and though their appearance and 
manner is rongh, and in many respects different from others, 
11* 
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^et lliey an Mraeeptilite of tke finest htMgB^ ft&d p^MMH 
WBrm hearts. TkoM who kare read the cirotimataiices 
attending^ the £ite of the ship DoTtihestcr on her passage 
from Liyerpool to the Uaited States last December, have in 
that transaction seen an example of th^ fortitude, hercusm 
and resignation, m the magnanimity - of her hrare captain 
nod crew toward each other and their passengers in thei^ 
helpless and. periloQs situation. 

I do not intend to say that it is a uniTersal thing for 
owMors to pay no attention to the moral qualifications of their 
eaptaks, or thati^ whenerer difficulties occur on ship-board, 
it is always the fault of the masters or offioeiB. But I 
do intend to he dktinetly undeistood to Say, that owners 
geaeraBy, are gitilty of great neglect in the selection and 
kMlfiistk>n of their masters, and in their duty to their sea^ 
men ; and that the masters or officeis do, either by improper 
•ondnety language, or neglect of proper pacific means, 
excite Of pvrmit the exeiteAient of a large proportion of the 
diflionhiBs whidi ooeor on shipboard. Neither do I take 
sides witb flke sailor beeanse he is a sailbr, not the slare 
toscouise he isa black man, but because they are the injured 
and eppressed pacrty^ For ^< on the sidi9 of the oppressor 
Hmt^ is power ; " *^ the spofl of &e poor is in thcjr hNynses.*' 

Smse writing the foregoing, I have run sJsuI of a neat- 
little book entitled, *^ Thiitty-two Years fh)m Home, or a 
V<noS from fhk Main Dedt," iHiieh I reconmiend to the care* 
frd penisal of aU parents iiefore siding their ctel^ren to 
sea, and to aU pezsons that are interested ^her in seagoing 
bnmness, or the welfare olT •eafioing people, paltienlatty 
thmtofthenafy. 
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